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Presidents Report 

by Steve Largent, President ACTU 
  
   It’s been a 
privilege and 
an honor to 
serve the last 
two years as 
President of 
this great 
Chapter.  I served as a Director for 17 
years, and then elected Vice President 
under Mark Andres, before being elected 
President two years ago.  This is my last 
term as President but I plan to continue on 
the Board of Directors to support the next 
President as we carry out the Mission of 
Trout Unlimited which is to “conserve, 

protect, and restore North America’s 

coldwater fisheries and their watersheds”.  
 
We have some of the best coldwater 
fisheries in the world right here in our 
back yards and I’m proud to say for the 
past 20 years the Adams Chapter has 
supported and worked in partnership with 
many local conservation organizations to 
restore and protect these fragile resources.   
Through proceeds from our banquet we 
have supported work on the Boardman, 
Platte, Betsie, Manistee, Au Sable, and 
many other rivers in our area.  We 
continue to support the Youth Fly Fishing 
Camp by sponsoring and outfitting young 
fishermen to the annual camp.  

 

 As we look forward to the next 20 years  
we are poised to make even bigger strides 
in our coldwater resource protection 
efforts.   According to Paul Meyer, 
Education & Membership Committee 
Chair, our membership stands at an all-

time high – 380 members strong.    
 
One of the goals Paul has set for 
Education, and the Board has adopted, is 
to “Increase participation in Chapter 
events by outreach to “all” members by at 
least 25%”.   Another goal he has set for 
Membership is to “Grow ‘New’ 
membership by 2.5% including emphasis 
on our youth and ladies in our 
community”.   We need more youth and 
ladies to become involved to bring in 
fresh ideas on how we can make this 
Chapter even more effective in our 
mission.   
 
These are two critical goals to grow and 
diversify our membership base.  We’ve 
seen a few new faces at our membership 
meetings, but - WE NEED MORE 
MEMBERS TO BECOME ACTIVE.  To 
that end, we invite you, your family, and 

your friends, to join us on Tuesday, 

December 13
th

, 2016 at the Boardman 

River Nature Center for our Annual 

Election Meeting followed by a 

Christmas Party & potluck.  The fun 
begins at 5:30….please join us!! 
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Cedar Planting Work Bee   
 

   On October 1st a group of 
Adams Chapter of Trout Unlimited 
members planted over 80 cedar 
seedlings along the banks of the 
newly formed Boardman River 
where the backwaters of Brown 
Bridge dam once occupied.  Over 
2.5 miles of new river channel 
emerged after Brown Bridge dam 
was removed in 2012.  Since then, 
over 6,000 native trees and shrubs 
have been planted along the river 
banks by a host of volunteers 

including many members from the Adams Chapter.  Roots from the trees and shrubs will 
provide bank stability and eventually shading for the river.  The cedars and protective cages 
were made available at cost to the Chapter through Howard N. Johnson of "Cedars for the 
Au Sable".   The protective cages are necessary to protect the young trees from deer 
browsing.  Once the cedar trees reach a height of approximately 8-10’ the cages will be 
removed.   

 

Floodplain Reconnection Project   
 
   With funding from the City of Traverse City, The Watershed Center Grand Traverse Bay 
and the Michigan DEQ, over a half mile of riverbank was reconnected to the Boardman 
River.   During the 90 years Brown Bridge Dam was in place, sediment accumulated not 
only in the upper-end of the impoundment but also on the banks as well.  After dam 
removal in 2012 the river “head-cut” through the accumulated sediment within the channel 
upstream of the former impoundment to its original pre-dam river-bottom elevation.    This 
left the banks high, actively eroding, and inaccessible to river to serve as a floodplain during 
high flows.  Floodplains serve a number of critical functions and are essential to a river’s 
health.  Floodplains provide benefits to wildlife, fish and people by reducing flood 
flows.  Work crews used heavy equipment to pull the accumulated sediment and eroding 
banks back to create a 25’ floodplain.  They transplanted two rows of alder shrub clumps 
along the edge of the river.  The transplanted alders have already began to take root and are 
expected to flourish next spring.   

  

Large Habitat Wood  
 
The Adams Chapter received an “Embrace-A-Stream” grant in 2012 to help place wood in 
the “new” channel at Brown Bridge.  A portion of this money helped pay for the trucking of 
700 oak tops that were donated from a nearby timber harvest.  The oak tops were used for 
instream habitat and as “toe-wood” to stabilize steep banks.  More recently, the Grand 
Traverse Band of Ottawa & Chippewa Indians is spearheading an innovative project that 
involves numerous other partners, to install large habitat wood at 23 locations within the 
new river at Brown Bridge.  Since this is such a new concept for the MDEQ and Natural 
Rivers to consider it took an incredible amount of time and effort to plan, engineer, and 
permit.   The logs for this project came from a habitat improvement project that the City of 
Traverse City conducted within the Brown Bridge Quiet Area.  The same forester who 
donated the 700 oak tops, also donated 50 large logs for the project.   An MDEQ permit was 
recently received and the project is expected to begin after the New Year.    
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Treasurer’s Update 
by Paul Ton, Treasurer 
 
We are pleased to report outstanding finances for the Chapter.  The fiscal year for Trout Unlimited ended on 
September 30th and the Adams Chapter achieved record positive results of $11,237.  This leaves the Chapter 
with over $56,000 in total funds to start the new year.  This includes $6,204 in the Bill Fernandez Youth Fund 
and $20,568 in savings set aside for stream restoration.  Our growth this year is due in large part to our 20th 
Annual Gala at the Park Place Hotel.  The Chapter netted over $22,000 at this event.  We made an additional 
$2,200 on the special Drift boat Raffle.   
 
We distributed $9,765 in grants and donations to a variety of projects consistent with our cold water 
conservation/preservation mission.  We sent three young fly fishers to youth camp through the Bill Fernandez 
Youth Education Fund.  Our budget for next year’s grants/projects is bigger than ever.  We are extremely 
grateful to the Chapter Directors and Officers who had the foresight to plan big and the dedication to make it all 
happen.  We’re looking forward to see what great things are in store for next year. 
 

New Zealand Mudsnails – A reminder to all fishermen  
by Paul Meyer, Director 

A reminder to all fishermen about the spread of the New Zealand Mud 

Snails and what we can do to prevent their spread. The following tips are 

some easy methods to prevent the spread within our home waters in 

Michigan and elsewhere. These few tips are a condensed version taken 

from the Michigan Department of Natural Resources, Anglers of the 

AuSable, and other publications on the subject.  

• All gear should be thoroughly inspected and cleaned including 

disinfected between outings. If possible, keep several changes of field gear for use in different waters. 

• The use of a stiff brush to remove visible snails from waders, wading boots/shoes, boats, trailers, anchor 

ropes and landing nets is vital. Pay particular attention to gravel guards on your waders for the presents 

of snails. High-pressure washing is preferable. 

• Several chemicals have been found to aid in the killing of these snails. One such product is full strength 

409 cleaner. Equipment should be soaked for a minimum of ten full minutes, then thoroughly rinsing 

and inspecting with clean water with ample time to dry. Other methods are recommended over chemical 

treatments because they are less expensive, more environmentally sound, and possibly less destructive to 

gear. However, most physical methods require longer treatment times and often cannot be done in the 

field. These suggestions are: Freeze your gear for a minimum of four hours to kill all mud snails. 

Temperature should be at 26 degrees F (-3degrees C), or  soak gear in a bath of at least 120 degrees F, 

46 degrees C for ten minutes --Not recommended for Gortex products. Dry gear before reuse. A drying 

time of 48 hours under low humidity is recommended to remove all pockets of dampness.  

• Check to insure all gear is completely dry before reuse. Snails can live out of water for up to 24 hours, 

and can survive for up to “50” days on a damp surface, giving them more than plenty of time to be 

transferred from one body of water to another. 

• The use of rubber soled boots and or shoes are encouraged due to felt soles picking up and retaining 

snails even if cleaned lightly. 
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Youth Fly Fishing Camp – 2016  

by Paul Meyer, Director 

   The 2016 Youth Fly Fishing Camp was another huge 

success with 26 young campers arriving in camp on 

Tuesday, June 28th at noon. The day started with 

registration and room assignments, followed by an 

afternoon of activities.  

The four day camp was full of exciting events that 

created new skills for the campers or honed existing fly 

fishing knowledge while adding new techniques for 

their adventures on the river. Day two began at 7:30am 

with breakfast followed with a full day on the Main 

Branch of the AuSable near Gates Lodge. The day 

ended with a fishing trip to the North Branch and a bus 

ride home at 10:15pm. Day three was just as full as the previous days, with numerous activities on the South 

Branch of the AuSable near Chase Bridge. Time was taken out for a Canoe trip down the South Branch ending 

at Paddle Brave Canoe Livery. The evening fish was on the South 

Branch ending at about 10:00 pm with a long ride back to the RAM 

Center in Roscommon Michigan. 

Day four began again at 7:30am and after breakfast the gang took off 

for the Manistee River to fish at Loggers Landing and the Goose Creek 

Camp Grounds. After the morning fish the group loaded up on the bus 

and headed for the River Project on the East Branch of the AuSable, 

which was facilitated by Steve Sendek. Once the day’s work was 

completed the group headed for Burton’s Landing for supper and an 

evening fishing outing on the river in the famous AuSable River Float 

boats.  The final day began with breakfast and packing up for the trip 

home later in the morning.  The day‘s highlights included games and 

the annual closing of camp ceremonies and saying our final goodbyes 

to our new fishing buddies.  

 We would like to thank all of those that make the camp possible 

including the young men from the Adams Chapter that attended this 

year’s camp. They are: Ethan Durfee from Fife Lake, Sam Goothuis 

from Traverse City and Zack Sawyer from Kingsley. These three young men received scholarships from our 

Chapter and were furnished fly rods, waders and the tuition for the camp. We hope everyone had a great time 

and the Adams Chapter’s Education Committee is looking forward to sponsoring two or three campers for the 

2017 camp. If you are interested in the 2017 camp you can call the Education Committee Chairman, any 

member of the Adams Chapter Board of Directors or visit the Kalamazoo Chapter’s web site at kvctu.org and 

click on the youth camp icon. 
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Boardman River Dams Project Update   

by Nate Winkler, Director  

The dam removal project on the Boardman River is 

progressing with several milestones having been 

passed or soon to be passed. 

Of note relating to Boardman Dam, a request for bids 

was let by the US Army Corps of Engineers earlier this 

month with a contractor pre bid site visit having been 

hosted by the Corps in mid-October.  Contractors are 

to have bids in to the Corps by early December with a 

contract expected to be signed by the end of the year. 

Construction activities for dam removal are tentatively 

scheduled to begin in spring of 2017. 

With regard to Sabin Dam, 30% design plans have 

been completed and distributed for review.  In addition 

to the design plans, work has been ongoing to 

determine the final channel alignment at the point 

where Sabin Dam will be breached.  Due to historic 

dredging of the channel (ca 1930’s), there is an 

elevation discontinuity of approximately 7’ which 

means left to its own devices, the river would likely 

headcut to overcome the difference.  As a result, the 

project team is working on an engineered approach 

which will minimize channel migration in that area 

while still providing for fish passage. Both documents may be reviewed by utilizing the following link 

http://theboardman.org/archived-documents/reports-documents.html#SabinDam. 

A couple items of interest regarding fish passage includes the Great Lakes Fishery Commission proposed bi-

directional fish passage project at Union Street Dam and the public informational meetings to be held on species 

selection later this winter. 

Several local project team members will be traveling to Windsor, Ontario the week of November 1st to 

participate in the first of several project planning meetings hosted by the Fishery Commission.  The timeline for 

work at Union Street Dam corresponds well with the local team’s schedule for dam removal and modification. 

Work is anticipated to begin at Union Street Dam in 2018. 

The Michigan DNR will be hosting public informational meetings regarding species-specific fish passage in the 

Boardman River post dam removal.  The first is tentatively scheduled for mid-December with successive 

meetings in late winter of 2017 and are intended to be a forum for both disseminating information and receiving 

public comment regarding desirable species passage above Union Street Dam. 

Please contact Nate Winkler with Conservation Resource Alliance if you would like more information on these 

or any other items related to the dam removal project. 
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Boardman River Redd Survey Update    
by Nate Winkler, Director 

It’s that time of year which means the brook and brown trout in the Boardman River are spawning or getting 

ready to spawn. In 2016, a spawning redd (or “bed”) survey will take place on the upper Boardman River 

between the Forks Campground and 1,000’ below Brown Bridge Road. A trout spawning redd occurs typically 

on gravel stream bottoms although brook trout are known to spawn over sand, silt, or wood if located over 

groundwater upwelling’s. 

Trout are driven by several cues to start digging into and clearing patches of gravel in preparation to deposit 

their eggs and milt (sperm).  These cues include photoperiod (hours of both daylight and darkness in a day), 

water temperature, and discharge (volume of water flowing in a given river). In our area of Michigan, spawning 

typically begins by brook and brown trout in October and November, respectively and can continue into winter. 

The purpose for performing a redd survey are myriad and include (but not limited to): 

• serve as a way to estimate survival of adult trout between years  

• detection of under-seeded areas to inform habitat management (i.e. lack of large wood or pool habitat) 

• redd quantity data coupled with age data can provide an estimate of population growth rate  

 

The reach being 

surveyed includes three 

locations where trout are 

routinely monitored by 

the MDNR and 

Boardman River dam 

removal project partners 

which will provide 

interesting and useful 

data in correlating age 

structure and recruitment 

(new fish added to the 

population). 

This project is being 

funded in part by a 

generous grant from the 

Adams Chapter of Trout 

Unlimited as well as the 

Conservation Resource 

Alliance. 

Brook trout spawning redd cluster recently observed (October 15) on the Boardman River 
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Fishing Report    
by Mike Sipkoski, Secretary 
 
The calendar 2016 season is wrapping up. Conditions this year were more “normal” than the prior two years in 
which we saw blown out rivers in the spring, ice covered rivers in the winters, and colder summer temperatures. 
So, how was the fishing?  
 
Most people who wander into the fly shop consistently report having had a good year or a good couple of days 
if that is all they had. Trout seem to be doing well in the (now closed for the season) Boardman. Those who 
frequented the Boardman reported good experiences in the former Brown Bridge Pond area and downstream 
where cooler water temperatures appear to be a plus. Trout have been moving in and through the former Pond 
area. The less dense cover and more open banks make for interesting fishing. 
 
The upper Manistee has been a good place to fish this October through mid-month though bigger trout have 
been avoiding artificial flies. Frequent warm and sunny days have brought out caddis hatches through mid-
month with water temperatures ranging between the mid-40s and 50s depending on the surface conditions. 
Streamers, nymphs, and dries have all worked in the clear water.  
 
The salmon run in from Lake Michigan this fall has been much better than the low numbers of last year. Salmon 
were still in the Boardman behind Streamside Orvis off and on 
through mid-month. Anglers beginning to catch an occasional 
Steelhead there and in the other area rivers open to Lake 
Michigan. 
 
Now, in the last half of the month, Greg Miller, a guide from 
Streamside Orvis, reported a wild day with aggressive pre and post 
spawn trout challenging. So, take advantage of the fall days before 
ice, snow, and freezing rain make fly tying an easier choice. 
 
Remember, the Manistee is only open now between 612 and the 
CCC Bridge — flies only and “catch and release.” 
 

 

Our 20
th

 Anniversary Special Raffle 

11’ Stealthcraft Stalker Drift Boat 

The Drawing for the Drift Boat Raffle was held on 

August 24, 2016 at our Outdoor Meeting at Ranch 

Rudolf. 

Congratulations to Brian Pitser, the winner of the  

11’ Stealthcraft Stalker Drift Boat  

 



8 

 

A Big THANK YOU!! To Vice President Gabe Schneider and Director Nate Winkler for taking the winners of 
the float trip including a streamside lunch that they donated as an auction item for our banquet.   It’s dedication 
like this that makes our Chapter GREAT!!   

 

Chapter Christmas Party and Elections will be held on Tuesday December 13 

 At the Grand Traverse Conservation District 

1450 Cass Road, Traverse City 

at 5:30 PM 

Please bring a dish to pass 

We are accepting nominations for all officer positions for 1 year terms including: 

President, Vice President, Treasurer, and Secretary. There are several Director positions 

open for both 1 year and 3 year terms. If you are interested in being a leader in our 

chapter, or know someone who is, please contact the Paul Meyer, Elections Committee 

Chairman, at pgmeyerjr@gmail.com 

THE ADAMS CHAPTER CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

 
• November            No Meeting in November 

• December 13       Tuesday, Dec. 13 @ 5:30 PM - Christmas Party and Chapter Elections At GTCD 

• April 22, 2017     The Adams Chapter TU 21st Annual Banquet will be at the Hagerty Center in TC 
 

Please consult our website for more information and last minute changes 
 

 
 


