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Presidents Report 
 

By Steve Largent, President ACTU 

  
Our 20

th
 

Anniversary 

Gala at the Park 

Place Dome this 

past spring was 

our best ever.  

Thank you so 

much to 

everyone who 

attended and 

especially to all 

of our generous 

donors.  I need to also extend a big thank you 

as well to our Chapter’s outstanding Board of 

Directors and Officers.  Countless hours went 

into planning and preparation.  Their efforts 

made this the best banquet yet and we’re 

already looking forward and planning for next 

year!   

Speaking of next year, we already have a date 

and location for our 21
st
 celebration.  Please 

mark your calendars for Saturday, April 

22, 2017 at the Hagerty Center in Traverse 

City.  The Hagerty Center adjacent to where 

the Boardman River flows into west Grand 

Traverse Bay provides us with a beautiful 

location, ample space and an incredible view, 

overlooking our Bay.  Please mark your 

calendars and stay tuned for details.   

This year, our guest speaker, Jerry Dennis, 

was as eloquent as ever.  He spoke about his 

early days of fishing the Boardman with his 

good friend Mike McCumby. In his book, The 

River Home, (he donated several signed 

copies to the Chapter- Thank you Jerry!), 

  
 He speaks often about his early exploits with 

Mike and how they “were too obsessed with 

fishing and hunting to land good jobs, money 

was scarce. It condemned us to sleeping in our 

cars when we traveled and fishing with cheap 

waders, midrange fiberglass rods, and decent 

but not great Hardy reels.”  For anyone that 

hasn’t read A River Home, as with all Jerry’s 

books, it’s a great read.  
His talk took me back to my twenties when 

my fishing buddy Wally Drabek and I 

searched for beaver ponds along Jaxson Creek 

off Blair Townhall Road near Mayfield.  It 

was the first time I’d ever heard a beaver 

smack its tail on the water in an attempt to 

scare me away.  I thought it was my buddy 

playing games and throwing rocks until the 

beaver bumped into my waders underwater.  

You’ve never seen anyone get out of the 

water so quickly.  It took me a while to wade 

into a beaver pond again.   

Most importantly, Jerry’s talk reminded me of 

how lucky we are to have a great fishing 

partner to share the adventures with.  These 

days my fishing and hunting partner is my 

brother Ben who is suffering from early on-set 

Alzheimer’s.   I treasure each experience.   

We have several big issues facing our local 

rivers that we’ll be working on over the 

course of the next year including dam 

removal, fish passage, instream habitat 

improvements, and aquaculture to name a 

few, but we also need to take the time and 

enjoy what we have.   

My hope for each and every one of you is that 

you’re able to get out fishing this summer and 

continue to make the best memories ever.  See 

you on the river.   
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Aquaculture Update   

By Nate Winkler 

 
During the Adams Chapter May general membership 

meeting, Dan Vogler from the Harietta Hills Trout Farm 

presented his side of the story in the highly contested 

Grayling “fish farm” controversy.   

Mr. Vogler is currently operating the former Grayling state 

fish hatchery situated on the East Branch of the Au Sable 

River and would like to boost production of rainbow trout 

at the facility to a level which local conservation groups 

argue will set the clock back years on reducing excess 

nutrient loading to the Au Sable River downstream of the 

facility. 

Tom Baird, president of the Anglers of the Au Sable, presented to the Adams Chapter 

earlier this year and the invitation of Mr. Vogler made sense as an effort to garner as much 

information as possible so that educated decisions could be made on behalf of Chapter 

members by the Board of Directors. 

Currently the matter is being litigated in court with expert testimony from both sides being 

recently completed. Mr. Vogler is operating the Grayling facility under a permit from the 

Michigan Department of Environmental Quality which, in issuance of the permit, the 

department stated the water quality in the Ausable River would decrease, but the decrease is 

necessary to support “important social and economic development in the area”. 

 

The Adams Chapter supports the position of Michigan TU which holds a General Policy 

Concerning Aquaculture that states:  MITU does not support aquaculture in Michigan or the 

Great Lakes unless it is strictly regulated in a way that ensures no harm to Michigan’s 

coldwater fisheries and their watersheds. (Complete MITU Policy can be found on our 

website at www.adamstu.org) 

 

Michigan Trout Unlimited- Youth Fly Fishing Camp 
By Paul Meyer 

The camp will be held this year from 12:00 noon 

on Tuesday June, 28
th
 to Saturday at 11:00am on 

July, 2
nd

. This year’s camp will host 24 young 

campers from all over Michigan, ages 12 -16. 

Both boys and girls will learn fly casting, how to 

tie knots, understand fish habitat and what makes 

a quality trout stream. There will be a hands-on 

river project on the AuSable River to improve 

fish habitat, stabilize the banks and enhance the 

water flow.  Other activities will include an 

afternoon canoe trip with several opportunities 

for fishing on the North & South Branches of the AuSable River, and even a morning fish 

on the Upper Manistee River near Goose Creek Camp Grounds. 

 Look for a follow up article in the fall that will give special highlights of this year’s camp 

and campers. By the way, the Adams Chapter has provided three scholarships to three lucky 

young campers for this year’s program. They are: Sam Groothuis from Traverse City, Zack 

Sawyer from Kingsley and Ethan Dufree from Fife Lake. Good Luck Boys. We hope you 

have a wonderful time and learn how great Fly Fishing can be. 
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The Boardman River Clean Sweep 
By Norm Fred 

 

   The 12th Annual Boardman River Clean 

Sweep was held on Saturday, May 28, 2016.  

It was one of the best ever.  We had 100 

volunteers from all walks of life and all 

backgrounds to work together for the love of 

the Boardman. 

 

   In the past 12 years, we have done 

hundreds of river cleanups on dozens of 

rivers all over the northern part of the State 

of Michigan.  We have fostered 7 other 

organizations to clean their local rivers with 

our assistance and on their own.  We have 

provided grabbers, radios, rescue ropes and 

other safety equipment to those groups to 

help them provide safety for their 

volunteers. 

   That in itself is pretty remarkable.  But 

what most people do not know is that the Adams Chapter was one of the driving forces that made the BRCS what it is 

today and thereby has helped make the Boardman River one of the cleanest in the State. 

 

   In July of 2004, Jocelyn Trepte and I decided to clean the downtown section of the river.  It had never been cleaned and 

it was time to do it.  We found more trash than we could carry in our boats.  But it was a start.  Then we had lunch at 

Burger King and it started to rain.  We decided to clean the Forks to Schecks section in the rain that day, too.  The river 

was high and fast and we had a great time.  On our way home, I had a thought.  What if 2 people went to each of 4 

sections and cleaned the river and then the 8 of us met for lunch on the river? 

 

   We talked to the Traverse Area Paddle Club and they decided it was a good idea but they wanted it to be a "Spring 

Kickoff" event for the club and they wanted to invite the public to come out to help.  

    

In the winter of 2005, we had some meetings with Steve Largent and Bill Fernandez.  Bill and Steve got on board right 

away. We were not a 501, so Bill got us a raffle license to make some money for the GTCD and the Kingsley HS - 

ODAC. Steve got us access to the river and we were on our way.   80 people showed up that first year. 

 

   Without the help and encouragement of ACTU's Steve Largent and Bill Fernandez, the BRCS probably would have 

fizzled.   But because they kept on us to do more and better cleanups, we all have benefited.  Many unexpected benefits 

have come out of the BRCS. 

 

   This year we had 100 volunteers and we took 1500 pounds of trash out of the river.  Most of it continues to come out of 

the downtown section.  The upper sections remain relatively free of trash. The farther from town, the cleaner the river.  

But there is always something to find.   We cannot discontinue our efforts to keep the Boardman clean.  If we do, it will 

quickly go right back to the terrible condition it was in 12 years ago when we started this project.  

 

   When I think about the 10s of thousands of pounds of trash and flood debris that we have removed from the Boardman 

and imagine that we had not done it, I cringe at the thought of it all still being in there.  It would be a landfill with a river 

running through it.  It's really too horrible to contemplate.  

 

   Our thanks go out to the Adams Chapter for all they have done to help us financially and with their volunteer hours to 

keep our beloved Boardman River running clean, cold and beautiful. 
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Boardman River Dams Project Update   

By Nate Winkler  

The Boardman River Dams Project is 

moving along closer to completion. In 

support of the project, crews were in the 

field in late May and early June performing 

a baseline reptile and amphibian survey in 

addition to continuing a macroinvertebrate 

study initiated in 2007.  

Staff from Ann Arbor-area Herpetological 

Resources and Management focused their 

efforts on the construction footprint of 

Boardman and Sabin dams to gather data 

on existing populations of reptiles and 

amphibians (“herpetofauna”) prior to the 

scheduled dam removals in 2017 and 2018, 

respectively.  

Logistical and equipment support were 

provided by the Grand Traverse Band of 

Ottawa Indians, the Grand Traverse 

Conservation District, and the Boardman 

River Clean Sweep which enabled the 

survey crew to both spend more time in the 

field and lower overall contract costs. 

Traverse City-based Great Lakes 

Environmental Center fielded staff to 

sample 12 macroinvertebrate sites ranging 

in location from above the influence of the 2012 Brown Bridge Dam removal project (reference site) 

downstream to two new baseline sites below Beitner Road and Sabin Dam.  Sample site locations included 

several within the new channel where it runs through the former Brown Bridge Pond area which provides data 

presenting the relative rates and species composition of colonization of a “new” river channel by 

macroinvertebrates. 

Reports describing the herpetofauna and macroinvertebrate survey work will be complete sometime in fall 

2016, and will be available for review on the Adams Chapter website as well as theboardman.org. 
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In The News  
by Frank Simkins 

Invasive New Zealand Mudsnails detected in east branch Au 

Sable River 

Michigan DNR June 9, 2016 

The DEQ and DNR recently received reports from Grand Valley State 

University confirming populations of invasive New Zealand Mudsnails in 

the east branch of the Au Sable River near Grayling Michigan.  

New Zealand Mudsnails are considered an invasive species and are listed 

as a Prohibited Species in Michigan. These snails are only about 1/8 of an 

inch long and can be difficult to see. However, they often cluster in high 

densities and compete with native snails and other macroinvertebrates for 

food and space. Originally from New Zealand, the snails are now 

widespread in many western states and present in Wisconsin. They are 

easily transported and resilient, and can survive in damp environments for 

up to 26 days. Where established, these snails can dominate the bottoms of rivers and streams and exhibit invasive 

qualities, outcompeting and displacing macroinvertebrates that are vital as food sources for many fish species. In addition, 

these invasive snails have no nutritional value for fish. 

Read more on the Adams Chapter Website at www.adamstu.org 

 

New Arctic grayling initiative could bring historical species 

back to Michigan’s waters 

Michigan DNR June 9 2016 

Michigan Department of Natural Resources, in partnership with the Little River Band of 

Ottawa Indians, has announced a proposed initiative that aims to bring back an 

extirpated species to the state – Arctic Grayling. 

The proposed initiative, announced at today’s Natural Resources meeting in Gaylord, 

will seek to establish self-sustaining populations of Arctic grayling throughout its 

historical range. The initiative is a proposed objective in the DNR’s 2017 Inland Trout 

Management Plan, which currently is being drafted. 

Read more on the Adams Chapter Website at www.adamstu.org 
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Our 20
th

 Anniversary Special Raffle 

11’ Stealthcraft Stalker Drift Boat 

By Chad Brown 

The Adams Chapter of Trout Unlimited is proud to 

be offering a custom Stealthcraft Stalker Drift Boat 

for raffle.  This compact but very solid boat fills a 

unique niche between a pram and a skiff.  Perfect 

for northern Michigan's smaller streams, it's a solid 

step up for those currently fishing from a canoe or 

inflatable.  It's also sturdy enough for big water 

when needed.  The boat is 11' long and 42" wide at 

the bottom.  This increases to 60" at the oarlocks for 

more stability.  This makes it small enough to put in 

the back of a pickup bed when not making use of 

the included custom trailer.  It's also very light at 

right around 125 pounds which allows anglers to 

put in and take out at less than ideal landing spots 

providing access to less fished water.  The Yeti Cooler front seat and storage compartment beneath the rowing seat 

provide ample storage.   

Drawing for this Raffle will be held on August 24, 2016 at our Outdoor Meeting at Ranch 

Rudolf 

Tickets may be obtained from The Adams Chapter Directors, at Nolan’s Tobacconist, 

Streamside Orvis, Northern Angler or ordered on line at AdamsTU.org 

THE ADAMS CHAPTER CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

 
• June 22 6:00 PM Annual Meeting on the River 

• June 28 MITU Youth Fly Fishing School 

• July                  No Meeting in July – Go Fishing –  

• Aug 24            6:00 PM Outdoor Membership Meeting at Ranch Rudolph and Raffle Drawing 

• Sep 28             6:00 PM Membership Meeting at La Senoritas Restaurant Traverse City 

• Oct 26             6:00 PM Membership Meeting at La Senorita’s Restaurant Traverse City 

• Dec 14            6:00 PM Chapter Christmas Party and General Elections Meeting at GTCD 

Please consult our website for more information and last minute changes 
 

 


