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PRESIDENT’S 

REPORT 

 
By Steve Largent, President ACTU 

  
    On Saturday, April 16, 2016, the 

Adams Chapter will celebrate our 20th 
anniversary at the Park Place 
Dome….how time flies!!  
     Looking back, it was on March 27th, 
1996, that Jess Reed was elected as our 1st 
President; Mike Nolan, our 1st Vice 
President; Jim Kartsimas, 1st Treasurer, 
and Bill Fernandez, 1st Secretary.   Mike 
Slater, Mike Connors, Dennis Taylor, 
Todd Young, Dave Leonhard, and I were 
elected as Directors.  Since then, Mike 
Slater, Bill Fernandez, Dave 
Stellingworth, Jeff Jocks, Mark Andres 
and now I have followed as President.  It 
was at the meeting of May 22, 1996 that 
Ken Gum was selected as Adams Chapter 
Historian, a position he still holds today.   
Our first organizational meeting was held 
in the fall of 1995 at Todd Young’s 
RiverBorne Angler across from Lil Bo’s 
on Front Street. 

 
 
    It was at this meeting that local and 
nationally acclaimed author Jerry Dennis 
suggested “Adams” as the name for the 
Chapter.  Jerry was also our first banquet 
speaker…he’s our featured speaker again 
this year as well.  Over the years many 
have followed in these footsteps as 
Directors and Officers…thank you all so 
much for your service toward our mission 
to conserve, protect, and restore our 
coldwater resources.  We’ve grown to 
over 350 members strong.  And, through 
proceeds raised at our annual banquets, 
have given away nearly $250,000 in 
grants to support restoration and youth 
education efforts.   We have done this 
with only a single yearly fundraiser…the 
banquet!!   Records show that our first 
banquet netted $6,166…we hope to more 
than triple that this year.    
     We have so many critical issues and 
challenges facing restoration and 
protection our coldwater resources 
including aquaculture, fish passage, dam 
removal, MDNR Boardman River 
Assessment, and more…we need your 
help!!  
     So please consider joining us at this 
year’s banquet to help continue and grow 
Trout Unlimiteds legacy as the leading 
coldwater conservation organization in the 
world...I promise you’ll have a great 
time!!   
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Our December Christmas Party and Chapter Elections 

 

 
 

     Some new officers and directors were elected at our December Christmas 

Party and annual elections meeting. In the photo are the officers and Directors for 
2016. From left to right, front row, Nate Winkler–Director, Brian Lirones–Director, 
Frank Simkins–Director, Steve Largent–re-elected President, Back Row, Greg 
Miller –newly elected Director, Jim Zachow-Director, Bob Hoxie–Director, Mike 
Sipkoski– newly elected Secretary, Gabe Schneider–re-elected Vice President, Paul 
Ton–re-elected Treasurer. Not Present in the picture are Carl Erickson–Director, 
Ken Gum– Director, Paul Meyer–newly elected Director, and Mike Slater–Director. 

 

 

State Aquaculture Update 
By Gabe Schneider, Vice President ACTU 
 
As many of you know, the discussions 
and debates surrounding aquaculture 
policy are ramping up in Lansing.  
Michigan TU has been a leader in these 
discussions, standing up for our cold-
water resources and working hard to 
protect against the harmful impacts of 
fish farming in the Great Lakes and our 
inland waterways.  The Adams Chapter has also been involved, actively monitoring 
these legislative efforts and weighing in with our elected officials to inform them 
about the negative impacts of aquaculture in lakes and rivers.  To ensure that our 
membership is up to date on the latest in this important policy area, we would like to 
provide you with the following aquaculture update: 
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State Aquaculture Update (Cont.) 

• HB 5255 is legislation that PROHIBITS net pen fish farming in the Great Lakes 

o Two hearings on HB 5255 were held in the House Natural Resources Committee on February 2, 2016 

o MITU is supportive of this legislation 

o Please contact your legislators listed below and urge their support of HB 5255 

 

• HB 5166/67/68 would ALLOW Great Lakes net pen fish farming and DEREGULATE aquaculture in Michigan 

o Two hearings on this bill package were held in the House Agriculture Committee on February 3, 2016 

o MITU is opposed to this legislation 

 

• As of the date of this writing, neither committee had voted on these bills, although it is anticipated that there 

may be further legislative action on both of these proposals in the upcoming weeks.  Your personal efforts to 

communicate with your legislators are needed to ensure that HB5255 is brought to vote.   

 

Why are we concerned about aquaculture? 

• Michigan sport-fishing generates $4.2 Billion annually in economic impact, supports 38,000 jobs in this state, 

generates $300 million in state and local tax revenue and hosts more out of state anglers annually than any 

other state except Florida.  

 

• Fish farms often have no animal waste collection, and therefore introduce large quantities of untreated nutrient 

waste to the bottom of our rivers and the Great Lakes: disturbing life on the bottom, creating oxygen 

deficiencies or "dead zones"; contributing to nuisance algal blooms; and fostering harmful algal blooms like the 

ones that made Toledo drinking water unsafe a year ago. 

 

• They create ideal environments for aquatic diseases to be introduced, transmitted, and become more virulent 

and damaging to wild fisheries. 

 

• Despite best efforts, large numbers of the domestic fish escape each year, spreading disease and going on to 

interbreed with wild fish, where they dilute the ability of wild fisheries to thrive. 

 

Stay tuned for additional MI TU and Adams TU updates on this important issue.  In the mean time, please reach out to 

our region’s legislators so that they know that we are concerned about aquaculture.     

 

The Adams Chapter of TU supports HB 5255 and is opposed to bills HB 5166/67 and 68 because fish farms and open 

water net pens have the potential to release harmful waste into our waterways and create ideal environments for 

aquatic diseases to be introduced and transmitted to wild fisheries.    

Contact Senator Wayne Schmidt    Contact Representative Larry Inman 

SenWSchmidt@senate.michigan.gov    mailto:larryinman@house.mi.gov 

(517) 373-2413       517-373-1766 

Contact Senator Darwin Booher     Contact Representative Triston Cole    

SenDBooher@senate.michigan.gov    TristonCole@house.mi.gov  

(517) 373-1725       517-373-0829 

 

 



4 

 

Boardman River Dams Project Update 
by Nate Winkler, Biologist-Conservation Resource Alliance and Adams TU Director 

The Boardman River Dams Project (“project”) has seen an additional milestone being reached as of February 

9th.  A public hearing on the recently submitted joint 

permit application (“JPA”) for removal of Boardman 

Dam and channel restoration was held subsequent to an 

informational open house held at the Grand Traverse 

Conservation District Nature Center.  The public hearing 

had several area residents commenting both in 

opposition to and in favor of dam removal.  Comments 

will continue to be taken by the Michigan Department of 

Environmental Quality on the JPA until February 19th. 

As an update relating to the on-going post Brown Bridge 

Dam removal macroinvertebrate assessment, requests for 

proposals (“RFPs”) were distributed by the project’s 

Monitoring and Evaluation Team to firms specializing in 

such work.  The work in 2016 will replicate prior year’s work and also see the addition of two baseline sites just 

above Boardman Pond and just downstream of Sabin Dam aimed at providing pre-removal data for the 

Boardman and Sabin Dams component of the project. 

A final note is that the project’s Fish Passage Team will be convening a meeting toward the end of February to 

discuss ideas for format and venue of a fish passage informational symposium to help educate stakeholders on 

myriad issues relating to which fish species should or should not be passed above the eventual lowermost 

barrier, Union Street Dam. Stay tuned for additional updates and if you have any questions please contact me at 

nate@rivercare.org. 

Adams Chapter TU Film Night 
by Greg Miller ACTU Director 

The Adams chapter TU February Membership meeting and annual film night will be 

held at Inside Out Gallery, 229 Garland Street, Traverse City on Wednesday, February 

17 at 6:00 PM. The film will start at 7:00PM. 

Public is welcome and encouraged to attend. Donations are appreciated. 

This year’s film is “Back Country (South Island)” a New Zealand Fly Fishing Film. 

Door Prizes  

Banquet tickets will be available for purchase. 

Please join us and bring a friend for a fun night with a movie and light snacks. Drinks will be available at the 

bar. 
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Youth Fly Fishing Camp  

Many of you may remember an energetic and very talented 

Jupiter Parks who gave a great talk at last years banquet, in her 

prom dress (as she was on her way to her prom), about her 

experiences at Youth Fly Fishing Camp. 

     This year’s Youth Fly Fishing Camp is hosted by the 

Kalamazoo Valley Chapter of Trout Unlimited, June 28 - July 2, 

2016 at the Ralph A McMullan Conference Center on Higgins 

Lake, in the heart of Northern Michigan trout country. The four-

day Camp is designed to educate our 12-16 year old boys and girls, who will become our next generation of 

conservation leaders, about the importance of protecting our cold-water resources. 

The Adams Chapter, in support of this event, is hosting several children from our chapter area to attend the Fly 
Fishing Camp. If you know of a 12-16 year old boy or girl that you think would be interested in going to this 
camp, please contact the Adams Chapter of Trout Unlimited at: AdamsChapterTU@gmail.com 

For more information about the program visit the Kalamazoo Valley Chapter website: www.kvctu.org 

2016 Grant Applications are now being accepted 

The Adams Chapter of Trout Unlimited, a charitable organization dedicated to the preservation, protection and 
enhancement of local coldwater resources, is accepting grant applications for river restoration or stream habitat 
enhancement activities. 

The 2016 Grant Application can be found on our website at AdamsTU.org 

Banquet News 

This year the Adams Chapter will be celebrating 20 years of 
conservation and stewardship in northern Michigan with our 20

th
 

Anniversary Gala at the Park Place Dome on Saturday, April 16. 
The doors open and raffle sales begin at 5:00 PM, Dinner and 
festivities begin at 7:00 PM. 

Our Special Guest Speaker is Jerry Dennis, an acclaimed nature, 
science, and outdoor writer whose books have appeared on national 
bestseller lists, have been translated into six languages, and are taught 
in many universities and high schools. His essays and stories have 
appeared in such publications as the New York Times, Smithsonian, 
Orion, American Way, Michigan Quarterly Review, and Gray’s 
Sporting Journal. 

Nolan’s Event– For those that want to start early, this year we are hosting a pre-event at Nolan’s Tobacco and 

Cigar Bar, 336 E. Front Street in Traverse City from 3:00 – 5:00 PM. For a $20 ticket, sold at the door, you 
will receive a fine cigar, one pull of Bourbon, and some good conversation. This event is open to everyone and 
within walking distance to the Park Place Dome. 

   Jupiter Parks, last year’s Banquet Guest Speaker 



6 

 

 

 

THE ADAMS CHAPTER CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

 
• February 17 6:00 PM Annual Film Night at Inside Out Gallery 

• March 9 6:00 PM Banquet Meeting at La Senoritas 

• March 23 6:00 PM Membership Meeting at La Senoritas 

• March 30 6:00 PM Banquet Meeting at La Senoritas 

• April 16 3:00 – 5:00 PM Banquet Pre Event at Nolan’s 

• April 16 5:00 PM Adams Chapter TU 20th Anniversary Gala 

• April 27 6:00 PM Membership Meeting at La Senoritas 

• May 25 6:00 PM Membership Meeting at La Senoritas 

• June 10 MITU Fly Fishing School at Ranch Rudolph 

• June 22 6:00 PM Annual Meeting on the River 

• June 28 MITU Youth Fly Fishing School 
 

Please consult our website for more information and last minute changes 
 

 

 


