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Presidents Report 
By Nate Winkler, President ACTU 

 

Home water    

Mine is the 

Boardman River, 

and has been since 

I was a little kid.  I 

can still remember 

my first 

impressions of the 

upper Boardman: ice cold, reddish-brown 

stained, and clear to the bottom.  Both my 

parents’ home water growing up were 

tributaries to the Boardman River, primarily 

Kids Creek, then known as “Asylum Creek”, 

where it runs through the old State Hospital 

grounds. My dad grew up across Division 

Street from the hospital where my grandpa 

worked as a cook, and he would fish for 

brook trout and also watch the patients do 

the same thing-standing stock still, dangling 

worms in the current with long, willowy rods. 

Wherever you go to fish, you’re angling in 

someone’s home water.  When you head out 

west, back east, down south or up north, 

you’re going to be fishing in someone else’s 

home water.  I’d encourage you to develop a 

bit of situational awareness when you make 

these trips and think of what it is about these 

distant waters that appeal to you and why 

you went the extra mile to get there.  Likely 

there’s a cadre of river folks that, somewhere 

in the background, have been working to 

make “their” river better than it once was or 

have been struggling to maintain a high 

quality status quo. This is as true of the 

Beaverkill, Madison, and Miramichi as it is of 

the Boardman.   

 

I encourage you to practice situational 

awareness because then perhaps you’ll apply 

that line of reasoning to your own home  

water and perhaps become more involved in 

its protection and in some cases, restoration.  

As anyone whose home waters included 

those in close proximity to Missoula, 

Montana or Denver, Colorado prior to them 

becoming boom towns might tell you, their 

rivers get a lot more hammered than they 

used to.  Traverse City is experiencing the 

same phenomenon and will continue to see 

more and more recreationalists vying for ever 

more limited opportunities to not only fish 

but hunt, paddle, and passively enjoy the 

natural environment that either keeps or 

brings people here. 

There are opportunities to provide support to 

the various conservation organizations in the 

region, either by writing a check or donating 

time and services, or all the above. This not 

only applies to the Adams Chapter of Trout 

Unlimited but myriad other organizations 

that could really use the support of the folks 

that utilize the resources that require the 

most protection. The energetic folks with the 

“Boardman River Clean Sweep” display this 

annually and on a grand scale with only 

volunteers and donations.  This is but one 

example of the enthusiasm that exists in our 

area for doing the right thing by the resource.  

Do unto your home water as you would have 

your home water do unto you, so that you 

may continue to enjoy the benefits it 

provides. 

For more information on how you may help, 

feel free to contact the Adams Chapter via 

email or myself at cell number 231-620-4026. 
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June Fishing Update 
By Mike Sipkoski 

 
The new season began on the last Saturday of this past April. Reports from all the rivers 

around northwest Michigan indicate a good start with hatches following historic patterns 

and trout being ample in number and appearing in good health.  Some old and long in 

years fishermen (and women) who were out on opening day itself said it was the best ever 

for an opener.   

Now entering the month of June, hatches seem to be continuing on a normal progression 

as recorded on hatch charts.  Brown Drakes, Isonychia, Sulphurs, and various cadis are all 

in the air.  Evenings will be becoming the better time to be on the rivers as summer day 

and night temperatures come on.   

The section of the Boardman River running through what was Brown Bridge Pond is 

continuing to evolve as ground and stream cover slowly build. Trout are in the stretch.  

The absence of dense cover on the banks makes for an interesting opportunity.  

With no need to digress into hatches and fishing stories, remember that invasive New 

Zeeland mud snails have been found in several Michigan cold water rivers.  Therefore, 

properly clean equipment and wading gear between rivers.  Only you can help stop or slow 

the spread. 

Here too are some simple steps to help fish survive after they mistakenly eat one of our 

flies:   

• Rubber and urethane net bags are better for the fish than knotted nylon.  

Retrofit the old net you love. 

• Go barbless or pinched barb. 

• Use gear that helps land the fish quickly 

• Keep the fish wet and get them back into the water fast (and forget the 

trophy photo). 

Otherwise, the Hex will soon be taking flight among us! 

 

2017-Introduction to Fly Fishing Workshop 
 By: Paul Meyer, Membership & Education Committee 
 

Our Chapter hosted eight eager students for our first annual 

workshop which was hosted by board members John & Agnes 

Jury. The day began with quick introductions and we started 

with descriptions of different types of equipment which 

included fly rods, reels, waders and other assorted items, 

followed by demonstration of basic knots and different types 

of flies you might find on the river. Dry land fly casting was the 

next item in which all eight students had individual instruction 

on casting techniques and practice casting with their own rods. 

The group broke for lunch at noon with a menu of burgers, 

brats, chips and salads. 

After a refreshing lunch we got into our waders and hit the river for additional casting on 

the water along with general description of water conditions that might hold fish, in other 

words reading the water. The afternoon ended with a few fish caught, happy and 

appreciative new fly fishing enthusiast; fun was had by all. 

The Education Committee will be working on a few additional outings so keep an eye on 

the web page or our face book pages for announcements. 

Tight Lines, 
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Pictures From the Intro to Fly Fishing Workshop 

 

 

 

Youth Fly Fishing Camp – 2017 

by Paul Meyer, Director 

The 2017 camp is being held at the Ralph A. MacMullan Conference Center on North Higgins Lake near Roscommon, 

Michigan. The camp begins at noon on Sunday June the 25th and runs to noon on Thursday the 29th. This year’s camp will 

host 26 campers from all over our state as well as a camper from Iowa. The camp 

has been in existence for over fifteen years and is open to youngsters from 12-16 

years of age. It’s a onetime opportunity for boys and girls who have a love for the 

out of doors and a willingness to learn. The camp will equip the youngsters with 

skills in fly casting, fly tying, proper catch & release, understanding the cycle of a 

bug’s life, reading the water, safety and stream etiquette. A stream project will be 

conducted on the East Branch of the Au Sable near Grayling along with a two hour 

canoe trip on the South Branch of the Au Sable leaving from Roscommon. 

This year the campers will fish the North Branch of the Au Sable River twice. Once 

below the town of Lovell’s on Monday evening at six different locations and once 

above Lovell’s on Tuesday night at seven selected locations.  The campers will also 

be given a float trip on the Main Branch of the Au Sable (Holy Waters) in a famous 

long boat. Starting at Burton’s Landing and ending at Stephan Bridge at the canoe 

landing. 

 This year the Adams Chapter had authorized three scholarships to the 2017 camp. Applications were due on May 31st, 

2017. Two applications were submitted and were selected for this year’s camp. If you have questions or comments you 

can call any Adams Chapter Board Members or contact the Education Committee Chairman, Paul Meyer 231-6207454. 

Or you can go to KVCTU.org and select the youth camp icon for additional information. Please join us at any membership 

meeting; dates are posted on our web page. 
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Banquet Update  

by Chad Brown 

Thanks to the hard work and generosity of countless members, 

volunteers and attendees, the 2017 Coldwater Celebration proved 

to be the most successful fundraising event in the history of The 

Adams Chapter of Trout Unlimited.  The net proceeds for the 

evening totaled just a hair under $25,000!  Thank you so much to 

everyone who attended the event at The Hagerty Center.  It was a 

beautiful night over Grand Traverse Bay and everyone in 

attendance really seemed to enjoy the new venue.   

A special thanks to Cathy Sero and Reeling and Healing Northwest 

for introducing everyone to their amazing program.  The stories 

and scenes of their retreats that serve those battling and surviving cancer were truly inspirational.  The live auction 

proceeds totaled $11,050.  A check for 10% of that ($1,105) will be sent to their organization to ensure they continue to 

provide hope and inspiration to those they serve. 

We were able to fully fund the Chapter’s in-stream project 

from the live auction proceeds.  The process of permitting 

and planning that project are under way and we’ll look 

forward to seeing many of you on the stream later this year 

to get a little dirty while improving The Boardman.  Stay 

tuned for dates and details… 

We’d also like to acknowledge Dave Leonhard from 

Streamside Orvis for agreeing to emcee the event.  It’s 

sometimes tough to keep things on track and moving 

forward and he did a tremendous job.  All in all, we couldn’t 

have asked for more.  We had a tremendous number of new faces in the room as well as quite a few who were back to 

join us after a few years away.  Hopefully this can be the catalyst for an even more successful event in 2018!  Save the 

date of April 21, 2018 where we’ll once again come together at The Hagerty Center to enjoy each other’s company while 

raising funds in support of The Adams Chapter of Trout 

Unlimited and the cold-water resources of The Grand 

Traverse Bay Region. 

 

 

 



5 

  

Eroding  Bank Project  

By Steve Largent 

Several individuals stepped up at the banquet this past spring to pledge financial support to restore a severely eroding 

bank along a remote section of the Boardman 

River downstream from the Fork's State 

Campground.  This site is known in the 

Boardman River Watershed Report as S456.  The 

Report lists this site as Moderate trending 

toward Severe.  Earlier attempts to stabilize this 

bank using trees and brush slowed the 

progression but the anchoring method failed and 

the wood eventually washed away leaving the 

bank raw and vulnerable. The site is especially 

challenging due to its remote 

location.  Restoration materials including habitat 

structures, coir (coconut fiber) logs, and tools 

will have to be floated into the site.  A 

September 16th restoration date is being 

planned.  For those interested in helping contact 

Steve Largent at slargent@gtcd.org; (231) 883-

9960 or Nate Winkler at nate@rivercare.org; 

(231)-620-4026. 

 

Boardman Dam Removal Project Update  

By Nate Winkler, President ACTU 

The Boardman Dam removal project (“project”) is well underway and important milestones are right around the corner. 

The syphon system which will facilitate the drawdown of Boardman Pond is nearly complete and is scheduled to be 

ready for activation on or around June 22nd.  The rate at which the pond may be drawn down is 6” per day and there’s 

approximately 25’ of water remaining in the pond after it was drawn down approximately 17’ in 2008.   

At the same time, work will ramp up at the south (upstream) end of the project in the vicinity of Lone Pine canoe 

landing.  This is where the historic channel has been excavated from beneath several feet of sand that had accumulated 

over the years of being inundated by Boardman Pond.  The river will be diverted from its current alignment and into the 

historic channel on or about June 22nd as well. As of this writing, an engineered log jam is being constructed at the point 

where the diversion will occur to protect the bank. This activity will leave approximately 1,000’ of channel dewatered at 

which point fish stranded in remaining pools will need to be collected and transferred downstream. 

An important item to keep in mind is that with the activity occurring on the 

construction site, turbidity will increase to a notable level for the duration of 

the project and for some time after.  While this condition will be perceived as 

less than ideal for anglers, alternatives would result in turbidity during the fall 

spawning season and/or the over-wintering period for young-of-the-year 

trout.  

If you have any project related questions, feel free to contact CRA biologist 

Nate Winkler at 231.620.4026 or nate@rivercare.org. 
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Fish Rescue on the Ottaway (Boardman) River 

People came together to rescue fish left in an area of stream after the river was moved to its original 1800’s channel. 

Volunteers came from the DNR, The Grand Traverse Band of Ottawa and Chippewa Indians, The Adams Chapter TU, 

Conservation Resource Alliance, River home owners and other volunteers. 

As the fish were collected and put back into the new river channel, the excavators worked behind us filling in the old 

channel.  

 

 

 

Attention Adams Chapter Members! 

 

We are looking for individuals that would be interested in helping with the planning of educational outreach activities 

for our chapter. Items such as our “Family Fly Tying Event “that we held in February or our” Introduction to Fly Fishing 

Workshop” that was held this past Month. 

Potential activities for the balance of the summer and going to the end of the year might include a Ladies night or day on 

the River, would be ladies only with a light lunch. Another event might be a Father and Son outing on a weekend or 

evening on the Boardman. The same would be for a Mother and Daughter outing with refreshments. Additional fly tying 

events for this fall, perhaps one per month for September, October and November. 

There are several additional items that could be planned with your input and support. It is the Chapters goal to provide 

quality events for all of our members as well as our community. If you are willing to help out please give any board of 

director’s member a call or call Paul Meyer our Education Committee Chair at 231-6207454. 

Have a wonderful summer. 

Adams Chapter Trout Unlimited 
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 THE ADAMS CHAPTER CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

 

 
• June 25     MITU Youth Fly Fishing Camp at the Ralph A. MacMullan Conf. Center 

• Aug 17     Adams Chapter Annual Meeting at Ranch Rudolf  

• Sep 15     Wa Wa Sum Weekend 2017 

• Sep 21      Board of Directors Meeting 

• Oct 19      Board of Directors Meeting 

• Dec 14     Adams Chapter Christmas Party and General Elections 

 

 

 

Please consult our website for more information and last minute changes 

 

 
 


