
 
 

The Adams Chapter, # 676 
Trout Unlimited 

Box 2129 
Traverse City, Michigan  49685-2129 

 

MINUTES 
Meeting of May 4, 2016 

 
A general meeting of the Adams Chapter was convened at La Senorita, Traverse City, 
Michigan. 

Present: 
Steve Largent, President 
Paul Ton, Treasurer 
Michael Sipkoski, Secretary 
Paul Meyer, Director 
Brian Liones, Director 
Frank Simkins, Director 
Bob Hoxie, Director 
James Zachow, Director 

Nate Winkler, Director 
       

Rusty Bomhof 
John Wyras 
Phil Ellis 

  
       
      

 
Call to Order:  Largent called the meeting to order at  6:05   P.M.  Those present 
introduced themselves.  The agenda for the meeting was approved with several additions. 
  
• Election of New Director:  Largent reported, as at the last meeting, that Carl Erickson 

was resigning from the Board.  Chad Brown is interested in filling Erickson’s 
position.  John Wyrwas had also expressed interest but withdrew from consideration 
due to travel.      

 
It was then unanimously carried to appoint Chad Brown to complete 

Erickson’s term.  
 
• 2016 Banquet:  Ton reported that the banquet netted approximately $22,000.   A few 

matters are still being clarified.  The net does not include revenue from the drift boat 
raffle. 

 
• Grant Proposals: Largent began a discussion about the grant requests summarized in 

an earlier email.  Largent reported on comments from Schneider, Miller, and Gum 
who were absent. 

 
Au Sable Institute:  The request for $2,500 was approved for the Institute to 

replicate past studies on the Boardman River.  The studies will serve as a 
baseline. 

 
Boardman River Clean Sweep:  The request for $500 was approved.   



Minutes of April 27, 2016 meeting (continued). 

Cedar Planting:  Meyer clarified that the project does not involve the Au Sable 
River Property Owners Association.  The grant request is for funding to 
replicate, on the Boardman, a cedar planting project that the Association 
had been part of.  Meyer described the project and suggested Howard 
Johnson, who started Cedars for the Au Sable, come to a future meeting.  
Funds, when requested, would be used to purchase trees and supplies.  
Funds will be requested in the future after the Chapter develops a project. 
Volunteers will be needed for the planting and maintenance and strong 
interest was expressed. 

 
Conservation Resource Alliance:  The request for $2,500 was approved.  

Winkler summarized how the project would develop a baseline for 
assessing the Boardman River’s productivity.  Volunteers will be needed 
for the studies and strong interest was expressed.   

 
Michigan TU:  The request for $1,500 for the Executive Director’s Fund was 

approved.  Largent noted the request replicates what the Chapter provided 
last year and it goes to covering Michigan TU staff costs.   

 
Anglers of the Au Sable:  Largent opened a discussion of the Anglers’ request 

for financial support and suggested consideration up to $1,000.  
Discussion followed on individuals’ strong interest in the matter, the role 
of the Chapter (and the geographic area it covers), and what would be 
appropriate support. Sipkoski noted the upcoming amount of funds that 
may be needed for the Boardman River project, the Chapter not having 
extended an invitation to the hatchery operator who is in the Chapter’s 
geographic area, the fact that the Chapter’s supporters may or may not 
support the Anglers’ litigation and the Chapter’s By-Laws.  The board 
agreed to invite the hatchery owner to a future meeting and budget $500 
for a potential donation to the Angler of the Au Sable. 

 
Boardman River:  Largent and Winkler continued the discussion on fish 

passage and perhaps working with the other entities involved in the 
Boardman River project to retain a facilitator to help work through the fish 
passage discussion.  Winkler reported that other entities are willing to 
consider a facilitator.  No one has been selected for the role.  The board 
agreed to commit $2,500 towards a share of the cost for a facilitator – 
recognizing the importance of the matter.  Winkler and Largent will 
continue discussions with the other entities.  

 
• Youth Camp:  There is one applicant for the camp.  The application period is still 

open.  The Chapter will check with the local outfitters on a kit for the applicant(s).  
 

• Newsletter:  The end of May was set as the deadline for submissions for the next 
newsletter. 

 
• Veterans: Jarvi was not able to attend the meeting today.   

 



Minutes of April 27, 2016 meeting (continued). 

• Adams Fly Festival:  The festival is June 4th.  The drift boat will be displayed 
there.   

 
 

• River Road Clean Up:  Discussion occurred on whether the Chapter wanted to 
continue with the road clean up.  The board agreed to end participation and focus 
on the waterways.  
 

• Cargo Trailer:  Acquiring a cargo trailer for storage and transport will be 
discussed at the next meeting.   

 
Upcoming Meetings:  The next General Membership meeting will be on Wednesday, 
May 25, 2016 @ 6:00 PM at La Senorita.  There being no further business, the meeting 
was adjourned at 8:00 P.M. so those present could join the DNR meeting. 
 
 
 
                                                  

Michael Sipkoski, Secretary 
 


