
 
 

The Adams Chapter, # 676 
Trout Unlimited 

Box 2129 
Traverse City, Michigan  49685-2129 

 

MINUTES 
Meeting of May 25, 2016 

 
A general meeting of the Adams Chapter was convened at La Senorita, Traverse City, 
Michigan. 

Present: 
Steve Largent, President 
Gabe Schneider, Vice President 
Paul Ton, Treasurer 
Michael Sipkoski, Secretary 
Nate Winkler, Director 
Brian Liones, Director 
Frank Simkins, Director 
Bob Hoxie, Director 
James Zachow, Director  
  

Bob Garvey 
      Norm Fred 

Dave Leonhard 
Kelly Leonhard 
Phil Ellis 

 John Jury 
      Gary Marek 
      Eric Keller 
      Charlie Weaver

 
Call to Order:  In Largent’s absence, Schneider called the meeting to order at 6:05 P.M.  
Those present introduced themselves.  The agenda for the meeting was approved. The 
minutes of both the April 27, 2016 and May 4, 2016 meetings were approved with the 
correction that Frank Simkins attended the April meeting.  Largent joined the meeting at 
6:25. 
  
Chapter Financial Report:  Ton reported that the funds approved for distribution at the 
last meeting have been sent.  The Chapter had balances of $28,712 in checking, $20, 560 
in savings, and $7,630 in the BFMF.   
 
Thank You Letters:   Note cards have been ordered from Kwik Print and the Thank You 
letters will go out shortly. 
 
2016 Michigan Youth Trout Camp, Third Camper:  Schneider reported that Duon Rose 
submitted a candidate for the Trout Camp in addition to the already approved two 
candidates.  Discussion noted that the tuition cost is $350 per camper plus approximately 
$ 300 in equipment costs for each camper. 
 

It was then moved, seconded, and unanimously carried to approve the use of BFMC 
funds to send three youths to the 2016 Trout Camp. 

 
Harrietta Hills Trout Farm:  Schneider welcomed and introduced Dan Vogler whose 
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family owns and operates the Harrietta Hills Trout Farm (HHTF).   HHTF now operates 
the Grayling Fish Hatchery (GFH) on the Au Sable and has been the subject of discussion 
and controversy.  
 
Vogler then gave a presentation outlining the history and operations of HHTF and GFH.  
Major points in Vogler's presentation and the ensuing discussion with him were: 
 

• GFH now consists of eight raceways.  Fifty raceways were abandoned and filled in 
the past. 

 
• The County had been operating the GFH with a 20,000 lbs per year production 

limit.  HHTF applied for an NPDES permit to exceed that.  The State DEQ 
granted a permit with a limit of up to 300,000 lbs per year in the summer of 2014.  
The permit limits the amount of phosphate and solids GFH can release.  

 
• The Anglers of the AuSable contested the permit and negotiations ensued between 

them and the State until early 2015.  HHTF was not involved in the negotiations.  
The negotiations did not come to a resolution and the Angler's filed for the recent 
Administrative Hearing.  A decision is expected in late 2016 or early 2017.   

 
• Improvements to the existing GFH facility are needed before GFH could expand 

production as far as the 300,000 pound limit.  Production at the NPDES permit 
limit means an average daily population of around 70,000 pounds of fish.   

 
• NPDES permitees draw their own samples, send them to certified labs, and report 

results.  Discussion occurred on whether third parties should do it, controls, 
testing costs, proper and consistent procedures, etc.  Vogler noted the State may 
do its own testing (he would not necessarily know) and he was aware other groups 
are testing in the Au Sable.   

 
 Everyone thanked Vogler for his presentation and he subsequently left the meeting.  
Schneider opened the floor for discussion of the Anglers of the Au Sable open request for 
financial assistance in their litigation against the GFH.  Discussion followed noting 
general support for the Anglers and its efforts in this litigation as well as conservation 
and stream improvements; an understanding of how HHTF operates; the proper role of 
the Chapter and whether it should support litigation; the cost of litigation and use of 
funds; the cost of stream improvement and conservation efforts (like the annual cleanup 
on the Au Sable), the rhetoric surrounding the GFH dispute, the Anglers restrictions;  the 
complex science involved; and third party monitoring.  One member reported having 
gone to the GFH to see it.   
 

It was then moved and seconded to grant $500 to the Anglers of the Au Sable for 
monitoring costs.  Three voted in favor and the motion failed. 
 
After further discussion, it was then moved and seconded and unanimously carried 
to grant $500 to the Anglers of the Au Sable for the conservation, protection and 
restoration of coldwater resources like stream improvement, education, restoration, 
conservation, or monitoring activities, but not litigation.   
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Upcoming Meetings:  The next General Membership meeting will be on Wednesday, 
June 22, 2016 @ 6:00 PM at Bob Hoxie’s.  There being no further business, the meeting 
was adjourned at 8:00 P.M. 
 
 
 
                                                  

Michael Sipkoski, Secretary 
 


