
 
 

The Adams Chapter, # 676 
Trout Unlimited 

Box 2129 
Traverse City, Michigan  49685-2129 

 

MINUTES 
Meeting of December 13, 2016 

 
A general meeting of the Adams Chapter was convened at the Boardman Nature Center, 
Traverse City, Michigan. 

Present:
 

Steve Largent, President Larry Constantineau 
Gabe Schneider, Vice President Susie and Tom Wischman 
Paul Ton, Treasurer Norm Fred 
Michael Sipkoski, Secretary Gloria Simkins 
Paul Meyer, Director John and Agnes Jury 
Brian Lirones, Director Rusty Bomhof 
Greg Miller, Director Michael Coonan 
Ken Gum, Director John Bercini 
Robert Hoxie, Director Dave Mahon 
Frank Simkins, Director Phil Ellis 
Jim Zachow, Director Ken Bloem 
Nate Winkler, Director Suzette Hoxie 
Chad Brown, Director  

 
Call to Order:  Largent called the meeting to order at 6:00 P.M.  Those present 
introduced themselves.  The agenda for the meeting was approved. The minutes of the 
October 18, 2016 meeting were approved. 
  
Treasurer’s Report:  Ton reported that the Chapter had a net gain of $11,245 for the FYE 
2016 and a total cash position of $56,651 versus $45,378 at the end of the prior year.  The 
2016 banquet netted $22,000.   
 
Banquet Planner:   Schneider reviewed options for using an event planner to help with the 
2017 banquet in follow up to the discussion at the prior meeting.  EventsNorth and Renee 
Herman had submitted proposals.  Discussion followed. 
 

It was then moved, seconded, and unanimously carried to spend up to $2,000 to 
contract with Renee Herman to help facilitate the 2017 banquet. 

 
2017 Grants:  Largent began a discussion about how much to budget for grants in 2017.   
 
 



Minutes of December 13, 2016 meeting (continued). 

It was then moved, seconded, and unanimously carried to budget $10,000 for grants 
in 2017. 

 
Jon Costello Memorial Fund: Largent reviewed the information shared earlier via email 
about a family’s request to contribute memorial funds in honor of Jon Costello (recently 
deceased) to be dedicated to preservation and restoration projects on the Platt and Betsie 
Rivers.  Largent noted there had not yet been any detailed discussions with the family and 
the amount (and future amounts) were unknown and discussions with the family will 
follow.  
 

It was then moved, seconded, and unanimously carried to accept funds from the 
family for the purpose of preservation and restoration of the Platt and Betsie Rivers.  

 
Nestle Water Withdrawal: Schneider reported on MTU’s analysis and noted that he was 
working with MTU to comment by the March, 2017 deadline. 
 
Dam Removal:  Largent reported that plans for the next steps of the removal are 
underway.  A meeting on fish passage and control will be held in early April.  
 
Redd Survey: Winkler gave an update on the redd surveys. 
 
Communications:  Simkins discussed the next newsletter and discussion followed about 
topics.  Due dates will be forthcoming. 
 
Education: Meyer and Largent reviewed the open officer and board positions and 
discussion followed.    
 

It was then moved, seconded, and unanimously carried to elect the following (one 
year terms as officers, three year terms as new Directors): 
 

  Nate Winkler, President 
  Gabe Schneider, Vice President 

Agnes Jury, Treasurer, new Director 
Michael Sipkoski, Secretary 
Michael Coonan, new Director 
John Jury, new Director 

  
Upcoming Meetings:  The next board meeting will be on Tuesday, January 10, 2017 @ 
6:00 PM at Sleders (following a Banquet Committee Meeting).  There being no further 
business, the meeting was adjourned at 7:00 P.M. for the Christmas party. 
 
 
 
                                                  

Michael Sipkoski, Secretary 
 


