
 
 

The Adams Chapter, # 676 
Trout Unlimited 

Box 2129 
Traverse City, Michigan  49685-2129 

 

 MINUTES 
Meeting of August 17, 2017 

 
A general meeting of the Adams Chapter board and members was convened at Ranch 
Rudolph near Traverse City, Michigan. 

Present:
 

Nate Winkler, President Phil Jarvey 
Gabe Schneider, Vice President Norm Fred 
Michael Sipkoski, Secretary John Wywras 
Brian Lirones, Director Ron Troutman 
Michael Coonan, Director Andrew Adams 
Robert Hoxie, Director Anthony Rupard 
Paul Meyer, Director Chris Sullivan 
Frank Simkins, Director Marc McKellar 
Greg Miller, Director Elizabeth McKellar 
 Marc McKellar, II 
 Eric Keller 
 Brian Feeney 

 
Call to Order:  Winkler called the meeting to order at 6:20 P.M.A verbal agenda for the 
meeting was approved. The minutes of the June15, 2017 meeting will be distributed for 
the next meeting. 
  
Education and Membership Report:  Meyer distributed and highlighted a report on 
membership.  Discussion followed on the normal range for member numbers and, how 
TU assigns membership, and how to change a TU assignment.    He also noted that there 
were 26 attendees at the youth camp.   
 
Conservation Committee:  Sipkoski introduced Anthony Rupard and Chris Sullivan from 
the Grand Traverse Regional Land Conservancy.  Rupard and Sullivan then presented the 
GTRLC’s projects to raise funds for the Platte River Park in Honor and the Upper 
Manistee Headwaters Preserve.  Sipkoski noted that the Costello memorial funds could 
be applied to the Platte project. 
 
The Platte River Park is a 52 acre site next to Honor that will provide public access to the 
River (there is little access now).  The Honor Area Restoration Project is the driver and 
sponsor behind the project.   
 



Minutes of August 17, 2017 meeting (continued). 

The Upper Manistee project is to secure funding to purchase the former 1,280 acre Camp 
Tapico and preserve it.  The site is the headwater area for the North Branch of the 
Manistee River.  The GTRLC is seeking $3.9 million in funding for the acquisition and 
care of the property.  The Boy Scouts have well maintained the property during their 80 
years of owning it and controlling access.   
 
Discussion followed with Sullivan and Rupard about the projects, the GTRLC’s history, 
preservation, and funding. Sullivan and Rupard then left. 
 
Proposed Platte River Park:  The board and members then discussed the project.  It was 
noted the Costello family wanted the memorial to be used towards access and fishing 
improvements on the Platte and Betsie Rivers.   
 

It was then moved, seconded, and unanimously carried to contribute the Costello 
memorial funds (approximately $400) and Chapter funds to total $500 for the Platte 
River Park project and request appropriate recognition for Costello. 

 
Upper Manistee Headwaters Preserve: The board and members then discussed the 
project.  The discussion noted the ecological importance of headwaters, the size and 
timing of a contribution versus past Chapter contributions, the Chapter’s service area, 
available funds, not having any articulated Chapter priorities to review projects against, 
and the Chapter’s practice of only contributed to specific projects (versus general funds).  
 

It was then moved, seconded, and carried with 7 in favor and 2 not in favor to 
contribute $10,000 over three years (2017-2019) to the GTRLC for the acquisition 
of the Upper Manistee Headwaters Preserve with the understanding that the funds 
would be returned if the GTRLC does not complete the project.  

 
Other Business:   Marc McKellar introduced himself, his family, and noted that he is a 
Grand Traverse County Road Commissioner.  McKellar then discussed his opposition 
and concerns about fish passage from Lake Michigan into the Boardman River, the 
County’s Natural Beauty Road Act, the Chapter perhaps helping with culvert replacement 
in the future to facilitate water flow and fish passage, and the Road Commission’s work 
with drainage districts.  
 
The Chapter’s past support of the Wild Game Dinner to raise funds for the Boardman 
River was noted and the board concurred to again purchase a table.  
 
Upcoming Meetings:  The next board meeting will be on Thursday, September 21, 2017 
@ 6:00 PM.  There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 8:28 P.M.  
 
 
 
                                                  

Michael Sipkoski, Secretary 
 


