
 
 

The Adams Chapter, # 676 
Trout Unlimited 

Box 2129 
Traverse City, Michigan  49685-2129 

 

 MINUTES 
Meeting of September 20, 2017 

 
A general meeting of the Adams Chapter board and members was convened at La 
Senorita near Traverse City, Michigan. 

Present:
 

Gabe Schneider, Vice President Gary Marek 
Agnes Jury, Treasurer John Wywras 
Michael Sipkoski, Secretary Marc McKellar 
Brian Lirones, Director Marc McKellar, II 
Michael Coonan, Director  
Robert Hoxie, Director  
Paul Meyer, Director  
Frank Simkins, Director  
John Jury  
Steve Largent  

 
Call to Order:  Schneider called the meeting to order at 6:10 P.M.  The agenda for the 
meeting was approved. The minutes of the June15, 2017 and August 17, 2017 meetings 
were approved. 
  
Banquet Report:  The next banquet is scheduled for April 21, 2018.  The Haggerty Center 
is reserved.  A leadership team needs to be created.  
 
Conservation Committee:  Largent discussed the upcoming stream improvement project.  
Discussion ensued for staging and completion. 
 
Sipkoski reported that the Costello Memorial fund had $250 and thus the Chapter would 
be matching it with the $500 total contribution for the Platte River project in Honor.  He 
also recommended the Chapter’s contribution to the GTRLC’s Upper Manistee project be 
paid as $3,334 this fall, and $3,333 in both 2018 and 2019 when normal grants are paid in 
the spring consistent with the discussion at the last meeting. The board concurred.   
 
The GTRLC sent a letter agreement (8/22/17) indicating all funds would be returned to 
the Chapter if the GTRLC were unable to perform in permanently protecting the 
property.  J. Jury asked that the letter be reviewed by an attorney.  Schneider will review 
with Jeff Jocks.  
 



Minutes of September 20, 2017 meeting (continued). 

Treasurer’s Report:  Jury reviewed the Chapter’s financial state.  
 
Communications Report:  Simkins reported on the last newsletter and noted the calendar 
on the website needs to be updated for the period going forward.  Discussion followed 
about the calendar and the cost of post cards for mailing. 
 
Education/membership Report:  Meyer noted changes in membership over the past 
month. 
 
Membership Fishing Reports:  The annual Wa Wa Sum outing went well with good 
weather.  Time was afforded for upland game and fishing.  A date will be set for next 
year. 
 
J. Jury noted the catching of a 16” brook trout in the Boardman; McKellar also reported 
on some good days.  
 
Dam Removal/Fish Passage:  There will be a meeting at the Governmental Center on 
October 10th to discuss options for the City’s Fish Pass facility.  Discussion followed on 
concerns about the passing of non-native fish into the river above the City and the 
negative consequences for brook trout and the river.  McKellar noted that up stream 
jurisdictions do not seem to be aware of the negative consequences they and property 
owners will have to deal with.  Marek noted the Boardman could be designated a brook 
trout refuge per Ray White’s earlier report.  Further discussion on how to better respond 
was set for the next meeting. 
 
Purchase of Banquet and Other Items:  Sipkoski noted the discussion at the June meeting 
in which there was general agreement the Chapter’s purchases ought to be from local 
suppliers.  Goods can be tried and local suppliers support the Chapter and related 
activities.  
 
Tapico Tour Date:  The board decided members could attend one of the GTRLC’s 
scheduled tour dates. 
 
Adams Chapter Leadership:  A. Jury began a discussion on the Chapter’s commitment to 
mission being stronger than its organizational structure for accomplishment or follow 
through.  She proposed a special meeting to discuss organization and focus.  All 
concurred.  A. Jury will check on alternative dates. 
 
Upcoming Meeting:  The next board meeting will be on Wednesday, October 20, 2017 @ 
6:00 PM.  There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 7:55 P.M.  
 
 
 
                                                  

Michael Sipkoski, Secretary 
 


