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Presidents Report 
By Nate Winkler, President ACTU 

2017 Officers and Board of Directors 

 

It’s been a quick year, as years go.  As my 

term as Chapter president winds down, it 

occurs to me just how fast things have 

moved with regard to the Chapters 

activities.  What’s most poignant is the 

realization of what makes an organization 

like a local Trout Unlimited chapter tick - 

the folks that are engaged day in and day 

out and step up to do the heavy lifting.  

     The Board of Directors and a small 

handful of the membership have come 

together as they have in years past to pull 

off things like sending kids to fly fishing 

camp, hosting and instructing at a Fly 

Tying and a learn to fly fish events, 

organizing and pulling off an incredibly 

successful banquet to raise funds for 

conservation, and putting  

 

 

 

proceeds from the banquet and their own 

sweat equity toward a conservation 

project on the Boardman River to 

stabilize erosion. In addition to these key 

events, an excellent newsletter was 

routinely put together and posted on the 

Chapter website, meetings were held, 

and new members were solicited to join 

and see that Trout Unlimited doesn’t 

have to be a stuffy and exclusive “ol’ boys 

club”.  

     All of this and more was done by the 

same handful of folks and a couple of 

newer ones, some of whom don’t even 

fish but care very much about the cold 

water resources that run in their 

backyards. My hat’s off those that 

manage to find the time in their busy 

schedules that range from getting kids 

shuttled around, taking care of elderly 

parents, running a business or two and 

any number of other affairs that make a 

life. These folks found the time to give to 

the Adams Chapter of Trout Unlimited, 

and for that I’m very grateful and 

humbled. 

     If you’re reading this, please consider 

doing more in 2018 than writing a check 

for your membership-take some time to 

attend a meeting and see where your 

talents might plug in.  There’s a lot to do 

and as the old saw goes, 90% of the work 

gets done by 10% of the people-but it 

shouldn’t and doesn’t have to be that 

way.   
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Boardman River Dam Removal Update 
By Nate Winkler 

 
     The Boardman Dam removal project (“project”) is getting prepped for mothballing over 

the winter with most of the work having been accomplished.  As many may have noted, 

the powerhouse demolition has been completed and the new section of Cass Road has 

been opened where the old one-lane bridge was located.  Primary items to be finalized 

prior to the contractor leaving the site for the winter include final shaping, grading, and 

stabilization of the floodplain areas and adjacent slopes.  Additionally, silt fencing will be 

installed at locations where sediment is likely to enter the river during precipitation runoff 

events.  Another final item will be the installation of log jam structures which are designed 

to protect fragile banks and to provide cover for trout.  Once the contractor is back on site 

in the spring, final grading and seeding will occur and a general “mop-up” of the site will 

complete the project. 

     With regard to Sabin Dam, the Army Corps anticipates having a contractor on board 

sometime in February of 2018 for a spring/summer 2018 start to the deconstruction of 

that dam.  In parallel, the FishPass team will be continuing to reach out to stakeholders 

and work toward a final design for the renovation of Union Street Dam. On a related note, 

a decision on which species of fish to pass above the eventual lower-most barrier has not 

been finalized by management agencies and it’s anticipated that the fish ladder at Union 

Street Dam will be blocked until such a time a decision is made. 

If you have any project related questions, feel free to contact CRA biologist Nate 

Winkler at 231.620.4026 or nate@rivercare.org. 
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Adams Chapters Boardman River Work Project 

by Chad Brown 

   On September 23rd, a group of 

nine Adams Chapter Members, 

Directors and other volunteers 

paddled from The Forks 

campground into an eroding 

streambank site a mile or so 

downstream.  The site had been a 

source of sediment entering the 

river for years but its relatively 

remote location made it a difficult one to repair.  The process entailed 

removing loose chunks of sod and debris in preparation for the installation of Bio Logs at the water line.  Bio Logs are 

basically eight foot long mesh tubes filled with coconut husks.  They are staked into the bank then back filled with soil 

and other material to create a much more durable bank that is much less prone to erosion.  Once the site is graded to a 

more gradual slope, it's seeded and covered with straw so new vegetation can grow.  With hard work put in by all, it only 

took a few hours to complete 

and everyone was able to enjoy 

a grilled brat and a cold 

beverage afterwards.  This is 

the first in-stream project the 

chapter has under taken in 

recent years but hopefully it 

was a catalyst for many more to 

come.  

 

Fly Fishing Report 
By Michael Sipkoski 

The enduring warm and comfortable weather through September and into early October presented a fine opportunity 

for late season stream fishing.  Though the warm stretch of days extended into early November, the incessant rain 

pretty well ended the inland stream wading season for most.  The streams have settled down and days are still generally 

warm enough to notice up guides (on rods) so one can still get out without that difficulty.  It is time for streamers and 

nymphs if you go. Remember to attach some blaze orange to your upper body if you are in the river after deer season 

opens.   

We have heard that the October high water moved a lot of stream debris around so one should be careful when going 

wading in a place you thought you knew well.   

Steelhead should be running now and some came in during the really large salmon run.  Some salmon are still working 

their way upstream.  One has to give the credit for the effort they make when climbing gnarly small streams and 

headwaters. 
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Some cold winter days are coming.  Check out the fly tying classes and related events in local shops.  It is a good time to 

learn some new tricks or otherwise have some company while tying.  Some of the mainline fly fishing equipment 

manufacturers introduced some subtle and not so subtle improvements to waders, rods and other gear for 2018.  The 

new stuff will be coming into shops over the winter for the New Year.  

Santa arrives in Traverse City on December 1st.  Ladies night follows on the 7th and men’s’ on the 14th. 

 

Banquet Announcement 

By Chad Brown 

     Thanks to all of those who gave their generous support during 

our 2017 Coldwater Celebration.  It was a resounding success with 

just a hair under $25,000 raised for local cold water resource 

protection and restoration.  In fact, it was such a success, it caused 

us to take a moment of pause to ensure that we're putting those 

dollars to best use within our region.  To that end, we've decided to 

take the next 6 months to work almost exclusively on strategic 

planning to ensure that any future funds raised are used for their 

best and highest purpose.  We'll be reaching out to all of our 

members and others within the community for input during the 

process to make sure that strategic plan lines up with the wants and needs of the local region. This would normally be 

the time we would solicit donations and plan for the following year's banquet so we've decided to hold off on our large 

scale fundraising event for 2018.  What we'll do instead is prepare our strategic plan and hold a separate, more low-key 

event, early next year where we can thank all of The Chapter's generous supporters and share the final version of the 

plan.   In 2019 we'll be back at The Hagerty Center for another Coldwater Celebration.   

2017 – Michigan Trout Unlimited  Youth Trout Camp 

By Paul Meyer 

     This year’s Youth Camp was attended by 26 very 

eager youngsters from all over Michigan, as well as 

one camper from Iowa and a young man that was 

passing through Michigan, that actually lives in Japan. 

Peter Kim’s father had a teaching fellowship at 

Michigan State University and as a final summer 

venture before his family was returning to their home 

in Okemos, Japan Peter attended the youth camp. 

Peter was very shy at first but soon became hooked 

on his newly found skills of fly fishing. What a 

pleasure it was to have all of these fine young boys 

and girls attend the 2017 camp.  

We are all looking forward to the 2018 camp that will 

start on Sunday July 8th, 2018 and will run till noon on 

Thursday July the 12th, 2018. Additional details will be 

forth coming as we get into 2018. Look for announcements from the Adams Chapter e-mail and on our website at 
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AdamsTU.org or you can visit the Kalamazoo Valley Chapters web site for past camp information and any new 

announcements on future events. Go to kvctu.org and click on the Activities tab, scroll down to the Michigan Youth 

Camp tab for details, applications and other important information. 

     Our 2017 camp schedule was set many weeks prior to the camp start date but as we’ve experienced some years ago 

you’ve got to be agile and be ready to make changes on the run. Such was the case this year as we had to make a few 

modifications due to the stormy weather during our four day camp. We managed to make the changes without incident, 

and everyone had the opportunity to do everything that was planned, a little wet but that didn’t matter, we had a great 

time learning new skills and being out of doors on many blue ribbon trout streams in northern Michigan.  A special trip 

was made to the Fly Fishing Museum in Lovells, Michigan. Glen Eberly hosted the afternoon and explained how Trout 

Unlimited was formed and how Art Neumann worked tirelessly to create and make TU what it is today.  

     The Adams Chapter of Traverse City provided two scholarships for two youngsters to attend this year’s camp. They 

were: Caleb Glase from Glenn Lake and Eaen Wyrwas from Bettendorf, Iowa. Eaen is the grandson of long time member 

John Wyrwas. John was delighted to have his son and family here in Traverse City for a vacation and for Eaen to attend 

the youth camp. Both Caleb and Eaen will enjoy a free membership to Trout Unlimited and will receive the Youth Trout 

Unlimited Magazine and other chapter notifications about chapter events and special notifications.  

 

Camp Tapico and the North Branch of the Manistee  
By Michael Sipkowski 

The Grand Traverse Regional Land 

Conservancy is in the process of 

purchasing Camp Tapico from the Boy 

Scouts to continue preserving its 1,200 

acres.  The Camp is part of the 

headwaters of the North Branch of the 

Manistee River.  The North Branch 

enters the mainstream near Sharon 

Road.  

The Adams Chapter is contributing 

$10,000 over three years towards the 

purchase.  The GTRLC is raising $3.7 

million for the purchase, the cost of 

removing buildings that will no longer 

be used, and to endow ongoing property maintenance.  The Adams Chapter is also working with the GTRLC to 

ask other TU chapters to contribute since the Manistee River is one of the main fly fishing destinations for the 

State and region.   

The Boy Scouts ownership and excellent care for this property over 80 years has been a plus.  We are grateful 

the GTRLC is stepping in for the future.  
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STATE WIDE DNR NEWS 

DNR seeks public input on Lake Michigan management plan 
and future stocking efforts 

The Michigan Department of Natural Resources will host three public meetings this month along the Lake Michigan 

coast – Nov. 28 in Manistique, Nov. 29 in Traverse City and Nov. 30 in Grand Haven – to hear from the public on two 

issues that will affect the lake: a draft management plan and future stocking activities. 

Draft Lake Michigan management plan 

This draft plan sets long-term vision and goals for the Lake Michigan fishery. It also outlines the process for ensuring the 

public is involved and is aligned with shorter-term strategies and tactics. The draft plan was developed through 

engagement with focus groups, advisory committees and DNR staff. 

 

A copy of the draft plan is available for public feedback and can be found online at https://mdnrlmfmp.wordpress.com/. 

This website is hosted through a partnership with Michigan Sea Grant. 

 

 “Collecting public input is a critical part in effectively managing Michigan’s world-class fisheries,” said Jay Wesley, the 

DNR’s Lake Michigan Basin coordinator. “The conversations we hope to have at this month’s meetings will help us all re-

think how we do some new things on Lake Michigan, yet still meet the needs of anglers and the resource.” 

Public meeting dates, locations 

• Tuesday, Nov. 28 – Manistique 

6:30 to 8 p.m. 

Comfort Inn Conference Room, 617 E. Lake Shore Drive 

• Wednesday, Nov. 29 – Traverse City 

6:30 to 8 p.m.  

Boardman River Nature Center, 1450 Cass Road 

• Thursday, Nov. 30 – Grand Haven 

6:30 to 8 p.m.  

Loutit District Library, 407 Columbus Ave.  

For more information, contact Jay Wesley at 269-685-6851, ext. 117 or wesleyj@michigan.gov.  
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Rotary Charities of Traverse City provides grant to support 
fund development for Michigan's Arctic Grayling Initiative 

 

The Michigan Department of Natural Resources recently 

was awarded a $10,000 grant from Rotary Charities of 

Traverse City to facilitate a fund development strategy in 

support of Michigan’s Arctic Grayling Initiative. 

This initiative, a statewide partnership effort focused on 

restoring self-sustaining populations of this native fish, was 

founded by the DNR and the Little River Band of Ottawa 

Indians in June 2016. The partnership includes more than 40 

organizations. 

For more information on Michigan’s Arctic Grayling Initiative, 

visit migrayling.com. 

 

 

 

 

NEWS AROUND THE BOARDMAN 

A new coalition (not connected to the Adams Chapter TU) to save 

the Brook Trout in the upper Boardman has been formed and you 

may see yard signs in front of some homes on the Boardman River. 

For more information contact Mike Coonan at 

mikecoonan3@gmail.com. Facebook Page 

https://www.facebook.com/pg/The-Coalition-to-Protect-and-Preserve-

the-Boardman-River-Brook-Trout-130088454375450/posts/ 
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Attention Adams Chapter Members! 

Annual Membership Meeting, Elections, and Christmas Party 

December 6 at 6:00 PM at the Boardman River Nature Center 

    Please bring a dish or desert to pass. Coffee and soft drinks and Pizza will be provided by the 

chapter. You’re welcome to bring your own drink if you would like something stronger. 

 

We will hold a short Membership Meeting with our Annual Report and Chapter Elections before 

the Party. 

Remember to bring your Spouse or guest. 

 

If you are interested in serving on the board or as an officer, please "throw your hat into the ring" 

by either e-mailing Frank Simkins, Elections Committee Chair at AdamsChapterTU@gmail.com or 

make your request known at the start of the meeting. There are also a lot of Committee Positions 

available. Please talk to one of the board members at the meeting if you are interested in helping 

out. 

        ANNUAL ELECTION   

Applicants for 4 Officer Positions 

President.......Mike Sipkoski, 

Vice President.....Chad Brown, 

Treasurer.........Agnes Jury, 

Secretary....Frank Simkins, 

 

Applicants for open Board of Director Positions 

For 1 - 1 year position...Bob Hoxie 

For 2 - 2 year positions...John wyrwas 

                               .....Kate Bailey 

For 4 - 3 year positions....Steve Largent 

                                ........John Jury 

                           .........Brian Lirones 

                             .......Gabe Schneider 

 

Nominations will continue up until the election. 
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 THE ADAMS CHAPTER CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
 

 
• Dec 06     Adams Chapter TU Annual Meeting, Elections, and Christmas Party 

• Jan  31     Adams Chapter Board of Directors Meeting and Annual Planning Meeting  

• Feb          Adams Chapter Membership Meeting/Outing (to be decided) 

• Mar 28     Board of Directors Meeting 

• Apr          Banquet (to be decided) 

• May 30    Board of Directors  

• Jun  02     Adams Fly Festival 

• Jun  27     Annual Meeting on the River  

 

 

 

Since some of our planning has not been completed, Please consult our website for more information on 

dates, times, destinations, and last minute changes 

 

 
 

 

 

 


