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Presidents Report 
By Michael Sipkoski, President ACTU 

 
     My winter time 

reading the past week 

or so has consisted of a 

few things probably 

odd and then Brook 

Trout by Nick 

Karas.  The book is no 

novel or retelling of fly 

fishing tales but “A 

Thorough Look at North America’s Great 

Native Trout — Its History, Biology, and 

Angling Possibilities.”  The book is a good 

read though I have not yet reached the 

angling possibilities. The book covers the 

unique qualities of brook trout, how they 

survived ice ages, the harm we have caused 

them, and what they tell us about the 

environment.  The book is now 20 years old 

and still teaches.  Regards to Mr. Karas for 

writing this fine piece on the noble brook 

trout (Salvelinus fontinalis), AKA speckled 

trout, Salmo fontinalis, Coaster, Salter and . . . 

 

     I reviewed some of the Chapter’s old files 

before passing them onto Frank Simkins 

when he became Secretary.  The Chapter has 

done its job over the past decade advocating 

for the Boardman River, dam removal and 

maintaining a barrier to the passage of non- 

native anadromous fish into the River from 

Lake Michigan.  The proposed FishPass is an 

interesting wrinkle and something that was 

not possible ten years ago (and it still has to 

prove to be possible). 

 

 

  

     We will need to continue advocating on 

behalf of the River and its native and 

wild trout. The flexibility of FishPass, if it 

works, requires we stay on top of it.  

 

     The Michigan Council of Trout Unlimited 

and staff have assisted the Chapter over the 

past decade on fish passage and other 

matters.  We had a good discussion with the 

Michigan Council about the Boardman, other 

rivers, fish passage and dam removal at the 

January meeting. 

 

     The Michigan Council commissioned a 

portrait of Art Neumann and is offering 

limited edition prints.  The portrait is cool. Art 

was one of the founders of Trout Unlimited, 

lived in Saginaw, and built rods there.   

 

     The Chapter is looking forward to working 

with The Northern Angler and Brian Pitser on 

the Fly Fishing Film Tour this year.  Brian 

served on the board for a number of 

years.  The Film Tour is on Friday March 2nd 

and probably before some consistently 

warmer weather appears. 

 

     If you are interested in volunteering on 

projects, have skills and experience that 

might be useful to the Chapter, have 

knowledge and experience in the lesser 

known streams in our area, or have 

something else to offer, please let us know 

via the email address.  We realized, after the 

recent and well attended annual meeting 

that people often say that they are interested 

in doing more but we have not had a way to 

record or remember that. We want to keep 

better track of those offers going forward.  

 

Thanks. 

 



2 

  

 

 
ADAMS CHAPTER TU #676 

BOX 2129 

TRAVERSE CITY, MI 49685 

www.adamstu.org 
adamschapterTU@gmail.com 

 

 

2018 Officers & Directors 

 

OFFICERS 

President 
Michael Sipkoski 

 

Vice President 

Chad Brown 

 

Treasurer 

Agnes Jury 

 

Secretary 

Frank Simkins 

 

Past President 

Nate Winkler 
 

 

DIRECTORS 

Kate Bailey 

Mike Coonan 

Ken Gum 

Robert Hoxie 

John Jury 

Steve Largent 

Marc McKellar 

Greg Miller 

Gabe Schneider 

John Wyrwas 

 

 

 

 
 

Newsletter 

Frank Simkins 

AdamsChapterTU@gmail.com 

 

 

 

Boardman River Dam Removal Update 
By Nate Winkler 

     Since the Boardman Dam 

removal project wrapped up for 

the winter, very little has been 

going on out at the project site 

with the exception of project team 

members making field 

observations. Remaining work 

awaiting the dirt contractor in the 

spring includes floodplain and 

upland slope grading as well as in-

channel work termed “dig and 

pitch”. Dig and pitch involves 

excavating material from the 

outside of meander bends and 

depositing it on the inside of the bend below the floodplain elevation. This is an effort to 

kick start the process by which stream morphological processes occur over time. 

With regard to Sabin Dam, the Army Corps anticipates having a contractor on board 

sometime in March of 2018 for a spring/summer 2018 start to the deconstruction of that 

dam.  In parallel, the FishPass team will be continuing to develop a final design for the 

reconfiguration of Union Street Dam which at this time is scheduled for completion in 

2025.  

 

     If you have any project related questions, feel free to contact CRA biologist Nate 

Winkler at 231.620.4026 or nate@rivercare.org. 

 

 

Guide Report 
By Greg Miller 

 

Stories about fishing local rivers have been few and far between.  Grand Traverse Bay is 

iced over and it has otherwise been cold.  Folks have been occasionally seeing steelhead in 

local streams and a few have likely been caught — unsuspecting that an angler would be 

out in the cold.   

 
Dog walkers along local creeks have reported seeing some interesting fish still climbing up 

out of the Bay.  

 
The longer range weather forecast shows some days coming up with spikes getting at least 

out of the low 20s. Large streamers have been effective when air temperatures get over 

32 degrees.  So, this is maybe an interesting time to venture to a stream, a time to go out 

on lake ice, or a really good time to revisit gear and fly tying vice in anticipation of warmer 

days (over 32 degrees) to come. 

 

 

 



3 

  

 

Adams Chapter Annual Meeting, Elections, and Christmas Party 

 

     The Adams Chapter Annual Meeting, Elections and Christmas Party was held on December 6th with another great turn 

out to celebrate a successful year, to thank those who donated their time during the year and to elect new officers and 

board of directors to guide us through a new year.  The following members will make up the new board for 2018: 

 

Mike Sipkoski, President   Kate Bailey   Steve Largent   

Chad Brown, Vice President   Mike Coonan   Marc McKellar 

Agnes Jury, Treasurer    Ken Gum   Greg Miller 

Frank Simkins, Secretary   Bob Hoxie   Gabe Schneider 

Nate Winkler, Past President   John Jury   John Wyrwas 

 

Fly Fishing Film Tour 
By Chad Brown, Vice President 

 

For 2018 The Adams Chapter of Trout Unlimited is partnering with The 

Northern Angler to present The Fly Fishing Film Tour at The Opera 

House in Downtown Traverse City on Friday, March 2nd!  The doors will 

open at 6:00 p.m. with a cash bar available and the film beginning at 

7:00.  We'll be there to meet and greet with our members and other 

anglers in attendance and a number of prizes will be given away.  The 

lineup of short films this year is really spectacular and will certainly get 

you excited to get on the water as soon as possible.  Tickets are 

available exclusively at The Opera House either in person or on their 

website here https://www.cityoperahouse.org/fly-fishing-film-tour-

2018 Set aside the date and come join us!  Here's a quick glimpse at one 

of the films that's included in this year's 

event.  https://flyfilmtour.com/trailers/african-tiger/ 
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Banquet Announcement 

By Chad Brown 

     Thanks to all of those who gave their generous support during 

our 2017 Coldwater Celebration.  It was a resounding success with 

just a hair under $25,000 raised for local cold water resource 

protection and restoration.  In fact, it was such a success, it caused 

us to take a moment of pause to ensure that we're putting those 

dollars to best use within our region.  To that end, we've decided to 

take the next 6 months to work almost exclusively on strategic 

planning to ensure that any future funds raised are used for their 

best and highest purpose.  We'll be reaching out to all of our 

members and others within the community for input during the 

process to make sure that strategic plan lines up with the wants and needs of the local region. This would normally be 

the time we would solicit donations and plan for the following year's banquet so we've decided to hold off on our large 

scale fundraising event for 2018.  What we'll do instead is prepare our strategic plan.  In 2019 we'll be back at The 

Hagerty Center for another Coldwater Celebration.   

 

 

March 8 Membership Meeting Special Guest John Giuliani 

   Join us at our March 8 Adams Chapter TU 

Membership meeting at La Senoritas Restaurant 

on Garfield Road in Traverse City at 6:00 PM.  

Our Guest Speaker will be John Giuliani owner 

of John Giuliani's Fishing Adventures. John was 

born and raised in Sault Ste Marie, Ontario 

Canada. He’s been guiding on the St. Mary’s 

Rapids for 29 years now, along with the rivers 

and lakes in the Algoma District. He guides both 

boat fly-fishing at the base of the rapids for 

Atlantic salmon, Steelhead and big resident 

Rainbows. He also specializes in walk and wade 

trips on the Rapids of the St. Mary’s River.  He 

also guides tributaries that flow into Lake Superior, north of the Sault. His presentation will consist of the prime seasons 

for all the species on the Rapids and how to fish high and low water effectively at prime times. 
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The Adams Chapter Annual Fly Tying Event  
   The Adams Chapter’s 2nd Annual Fly Tying Event was held on Saturday, February 17th at the Boardman River 

Nature Center on Cass Road in Traverse City and was a very successful event organized by Greg Miller and 

volunteers from The Adams Chapter and Streamside Orvis.  

 

 

STATE WIDE DNR NEWS 

DNR releases new five-year strategic plan for 
fisheries management 

The Michigan Department of Natural Resources has released a new five-year strategic 

plan that will guide future fisheries management activities. “Charting the Course: 

Fisheries Division’s Framework for Managing Aquatic Resources” expands on the DNR 

division's 2013-2017 plan and can be found online at 

http://www.michigan.gov/documents/dnr/2018-2022-FisheriesDivision-StrategicPlan-

FINAL-WEB_613209_7.pdf. 

The 2018-2022 Fisheries Division Strategic Plan builds upon the vision and relevant 

activities for managing the various components of Michigan’s fisheries that were 

outlined in the previous plan. These efforts are related to aquatic species, their habitats 

and anglers. It is designed to assist the division in meeting its long-standing 

responsibilities to protect, manage and enhance Michigan’s aquatic resources for the 

benefit of current and future generations. 

“We are excited to provide citizens with this continuation of our strategic plan,” said 

DNR Fisheries Division Chief Jim Dexter. “We’ve spent the last year working both internally and externally to evaluate 

the results of that last five-year plan and enhance it to reflect our most important priorities over the next five years. The 

plan will help us continue to provide world-class fisheries.” 

This plan again focuses on five goals: (1) Ensuring healthy aquatic ecosystems and sustainable fisheries, (2) Promoting 

effective communication, outreach and education, (3) Improving and building strategic resource partnerships, (4) 

Developing strategically focused assessment and decision support tools, and (5) Fostering efficient division operations.  
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2018 – Michigan Trout Unlimited  Youth Trout Camp 

By John Wyrwas 

WANTED  

Youth Fly Fishers, 14-16 years old to go to 

Youth Trout Camp! 

The Adams Chapter of Trout Unlimited, in Traverse City, MI, will sponsor and fund 3 youths (Boy or Girl) to go to the 

2018 Michigan Youth Trout Camp  at Higgins Lake from June 24-28th. No previous fly fishing experience is necessary. 

  

This camp is hosted and supervised by the Kalamazoo Valley Chapter of Trout Unlimited. All meals, overnight 

accommodations, and fishing equipment will be provided at the Ralph A. MacMullan Conference Center at Higgins Lake. 

Only 20 Campers will be accommodated. ALL CAMPERS MUST BE 14-16 YEARS OLD ON THE STARTING DATE OF CAMP. 

Campers will:  

                 -  Learn how to identify the bugs important to water quality and trout. 

                 -  Learn what trout need to survive. 

                 -  Be taught fly fishing techniques. 

                  - Fish on the Au Sable River. 

                  - AND MUCH MORE 

 

All of this will be under the guidance of local experts and 

Trout Unlimited volunteers. 

 

To apply for attendance at the Camp the following forms 

must be filled out and sent to one of the 2 Adams Chapter 

Coordinators listed at the bottom of the page, as soon as 

possible, (Sooner is Better because of high demand for this 

camp), and no later than April 15, 2018:   

 

          -2018 Michigan Youth Trout Camp Camper Application. 

          -A one page essay on “Why I want to Attend Camp”. 

          -A letter of recommendation from a teacher, clergyman, or member of a  

           Conservation group. 

 

DO NOT SEND APPLICATION FORMS TO THE KALAMAZOO VALLEY CHAPTER. THE ADAMS CHAPTER COORDINATORS WILL 

INSURE THAT YOUR APPLICATIONS ARE CORRECT. WE WILL THEN FORWARD TO THE KALAMAZOO CHAPTER 

The following forms must be completed and sent to one of the 2 Adams Chapter Coordinators by May 15, 2018: 

- Parent/ Guardian Consent 

- Primary Physician/Medication Contact 

- Health History 

- Insurance and Immunization 

- Authorization for Treatment 

- A copy of both sides of Health Insurance Card 

- Likeness Release  

- Technology Agreement  

 

Follow this Link to all Forms 

http://www.adamstu.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/12/2018-Michigan-Youth-Trout-Camp-Camper-Application.pdf 
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AGAIN SEND FORMS TO THE ADAMS CHAPTER COORDINATORS 

More detailed information about the Youth Trout Camp can be found on-line at www.kvctu.org  

Adams Chapter Coordinators: 

John A. Wyrwas                                            Kate Bailey 

jwyrwas63@gmail.com                                 knaomibailey@yahoo.com  

1140 E. River Road                                        777 E. River Road 

Traverse City MI 49696                                 Traverse City MI 49696 

 

 

 

 THE ADAMS CHAPTER CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
 

 
• Feb 28     Adams Chapter Board of Directors Planning Meeting  

• Mar 02    Fly Fishing Film Tour at Traverse City Opera House 

• Mar 08    Adams Chapter Membership Meeting at La Senoritas Restaurant  

• Mar 28     Board of Directors Meeting 

• Apr 25     Board of Directors Meeting 

• May 30    Board of Directors Meeting 

• Jun  02     Adams Fly Festival 

• Jun  27     Membership Meeting - Annual Meeting on the River  

 

 

 

Please consult our website for more information on dates, times, destinations, and last minute changes 

 

 
 

 

 


