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Presidents Report 
By Michael Sipkoski, President ACTU 

 
  Writing on a still cold 

opening day of trout 

season and looking 

forward to the warmer 

days in the 

forecast.  Some snow 

still lingers along the 

Bay.  
 

The Great Lakes Fishery Initiative will be 

holding meets in Traverse City at the end of 

May on FishPass.  A public meeting for 

individuals interested in fishing and related 

groups is scheduled for May 30th at 7:00 PM 

at the Hagerty Center. There should be some 

interesting discussion on passage, how 

FishPass will work, how well FishPass might 

work, and how the site around it might be 

laid out.  
 

The Michigan DNR affirmed that they will be 

blocking the fish ladder at Union Street Dam 

this summer as Sabin Dam comes 

down.  They also indicated there would be a 

public discussion of passage in the future 

after FishPass itself is operational.  If FishPass 

works, passage will be a perennial issue.  If it 

does not work, then we will have to work 

towards acceptable alternatives. 
 

Michigan TU Council leaders canceled the 

April State meeting due to weather.  There 

are raffle tickets for a drift boat and 

information on the Art Neumann portrait 

available on the Michigan TU website.   
 

 

  

   
 

Other updates 

 

1) The April 12th “thank you” reception for 

past donors and supporters was well 

received.  Finding the right way to thank 

people is difficult as some prefer contact 

while others just want a letter acknowledging 

receipt. 
 

2) The State is removing a dam on the Maple 

River this summer.  We will be watching the 

effect of the removal on brook trout above it. 
 

3) As of this writing, we do not have any 

applicants for the kid’s trout fishing camp run 

by the Kalamazoo Chapter.  Several families 

had been interested.  Please contact John 

Wyrwas or Kate Bailey if there is someone 

who would like to be considered as the 

deadline nears. 
 

4). The GT Conservation District is asking for a 

grant from the Great Lakes Restoration 

Initiative (USDA) for live plants (i.e. trees) for 

the Boardman and Sabin pond sites.  The 

Chapter supports this.  The Conservation 

District staff and leaders have done an 

excellent job over the years securing funding 

for their work and operations.   Hardly any 

County funding goes their way. 
 

   A special thanks to Dr. Ken Gum for all of 

his efforts on behalf of the Chapter as he 

leaves the board for new adventures.  Dr. 

Gum is one of our founders.  We wish him 

well. 

 

Thanks. 
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Boardman River Dam Removal Update 
By Nate Winkler 

      
     Since the Boardman 

Dam removal project 

wrapped up last winter, 

no work at the project 

site has occurred with 

the exception of project 

team members making 

field observations and 

repairs made to sections 

of failed silt fencing. 

Remaining work awaiting 

the dirt contractor in the 

spring includes floodplain 

and upland slope grading 

as well as in-channel 

work termed “dig and 

pitch”. Dig and pitch 

involves excavating material from the outside of meander bends and depositing it on the 

inside of the bend below the floodplain elevation. This is an effort to kick start the process 

by which stream morphological processes occurs over time. 

 

In addition, two macroinvertebrate monitoring sites in the new channel will be selected to 

determine the extent of colonization on the newly exposed substrate since the Boardman 

Dam removal. Several sites from just above Brown Bridge down to just below Sabin Dam 

also will be sampled by the first week of June (2018).  This work is performed annually to 

gage the relative health of the macroinvertebrate communities in the Boardman River in 

response to the dam removal project as well as to assess the status of the level of New 

Zealand mud snail community growth. 

 

With regard to Sabin Dam, the Army Corps anticipates having a contractor on board 

sometime in May of 2018 for a spring/summer 2018 start to the deconstruction of that 

dam.  In parallel, the FishPass team will be continuing to develop a final design for the 

reconfiguration of Union Street Dam which at this time is scheduled for completion in 

2025 

 

If you have any project related questions, feel free to contact CRA biologist Nate Winkler 

at 231.620.4026 or nate@rivercare.org. 

 

Adams Chapter TU Website 

We are pleased to announce that Russ Bomhof has generously offered to take on the 
redevelopment of our website.   
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Guide Report 

By Michael Sipkoski, President 

The weeks leading through April to the official opener were cold and with good snow cover.  There have not been many 

people or guides on the upper Manistee looking for trout.  Warmer days are to come after opening weekend.   
 

As for the second warm day after opening weekend, insects are emerging as water temperatures in the Manistee 

reached 55 degrees by midafternoon.  Hendrickson spinners were still around in late morning.  Not a trout rising but 

streamers were on.  Should have stayed for the evening to see what happened. 
 

Heard some nice brown trout were caught by some guys floating the Boardman on opening weekend — streamers too 

so it was said.  
 

Steelhead have been moving into rivers and streams of late and there are good stories and photos floating around.   
 

Those fishing in the Bay are reporting really good catches of perch.  Boats have been moving out pretty regularly since 

the last of the ice has cleared.  
 

 

The next several weeks should be interesting as temperatures warm.   

 

 

The Adams Chapter TU Resolution In Support of Protecting Regionally 

Native and Wild Coldwater Fish Species in the Boardman River 
 

Whereas, the mission of Trout Unlimited is to conserve, protect and restore our Coldwater fisheries and their 

watersheds, 

 

Whereas the vision of Trout Unlimited is that by the next generation, Trout Unlimited will ensure that robust 

populations of native and wild coldwater fish once again thrive within their North American range, so that our children 

can enjoy healthy fisheries in their home waters, 

 

Whereas the Adams Chapter of Trout Unlimited strongly supports the Boardman River dams ecosystem restoration 

project, which aims to reconnect disparate populations of regionally native and wild coldwater fish species, 

 

Whereas the Boardman River provides a unique home to a regionally native, wild, and self-sustaining population of 

Brook Trout whose habitat has been fragmented by dams, 

 

Whereas the dams on the Boardman River have afforded these regionally native and wild Brook Trout protection from 

non-native anadromous Great Lakes fish, 

 

Therefore, let it be resolved that the Adams Chapter of Trout Unlimited only supports management decisions that 

continue to protect regionally native and wild coldwater fish species in the Boardman River 

 

Let it further be resolved that the Adams Chapter of Trout Unlimited believes based on available research and science 

that the continued blockage of non-native Great Lakes anadromous fish into the Boardman River is the only 

management decision that will protect the regionally native and wild coldwater fish species so that our children and all 

future generations can enjoy a healthy coldwater fishery in our home waters of the Boardman River. 
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Angler Workshop -FishPass Design 

 

 

 

  
 Open to the public 

May 30, 2018 from 7:00-10:00pm 
Hagerty Conference Center,  

Northwestern Michigan College 

Traverse City, MI 

 
Purpose: To bring together the angling community of Traverse City and 
surrounding areas to identify concerns about the FishPass project.  

Format: A panel consisting of leadership from each angling group will 
engage in a facilitated discussion to identify and document issues followed by 

interactive engagement with the FishPass team to generate solutions to those 

issues.  
Contact: Dr. Andrew Muir 

Great Lakes Fishery Commission amuir@glfc.org 

 

Representing the Adams Chapter TU on the Panel will be Michael Sipkoski, President, and 

Chad Brown, Vice President. 
 



5 

  

 

Public Outreach 

The Adams Chapter TU attends with our display booth at the 

Michigan Lake and Stream Associations 57th Annual Conference at 

Crystal Mountain Resort in Thompsonville, MI on April 20th with 

Keynote addresses by Michigan State Senator Rebekah Warren and 

MDNR Parks and Recreation Division Chief Ron Olson. 

The Adams Chapter also attended with display at the Grand 

Traverse Stewardship Initiative Community Connections Dinner 

held at the Boardman River Nature Center. Teachers, school 

administrators and community partners in NW Michigan were 

invited to attend. These dinners provide a valuable opportunity for 

educators and local professionals to connect and collaborate. 

Flytying for after school SEEDS program at Rapid City Elementary School. 

Thanks To Greg Miller and Frank Simkins for conducting the Introduction to 

Flytying Class. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

National Trout Festival  

The Adams Chapter TU supports the National Trout Festival 

this year with a Grant for $100 for their Trout Fishing Pond. 

Thank you to members Brian Lirones, Norm Fred, and 

Andrew Adams for helping out at the Children’s Fishing 

Contest. 
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Banquet Announcement & Membership Meetings Update 

By Chad Brown 

Save the Date!  The annual banquet is set for 2019.  Once again we'll be at The Hagerty Center overlooking Grand 

Traverse Bay.  Next year's event will take place on Friday, April 5th, 2019.  More details to come! 

Join us May 23rd at 6:00 for an open house event along The Boardman River.  If you haven't yet seen the river where 

The Boardman Dam has since been removed, it's quite a site.  The river here is a spectacular, big, swift river flowing 

through a largely desolate landscape.  There's a ton of work yet to be done but it's a great opportunity to see what the 

newly uncovered river looks like as the restoration process gets underway.  We'll set up a grill river side and offer some 

brats, dogs and beverages as we provide an update on the progress of the dam removal process and the future 

development of FishPass.  DNR Unit Manager, Scott Heintzelman will be joining us to answer any questions we may 

have.  For those interested, we'll be heading upstream afterwards to wet a line and hopefully catch the evening hatch at 

the former Brown Bridge Dam site so anglers can see what 5 years’ worth of recovery does for the newly restored 

river.  We'll be meeting at the parking area off Cass Road just west of Keystone on the river's east bank. 

2018 – Michigan Trout Unlimited  Youth Trout Camp 

By John Wyrwas 

WANTED  

Youth Fly Fishers, 14-16 years old to go to Youth Trout Camp! 

The Adams Chapter of Trout Unlimited, in Traverse City, MI, will sponsor and fund 3 youths (Boy or Girl) to go to the 

2018 Michigan Youth Trout Camp  at Higgins Lake from June 24-28th. No previous fly fishing experience is necessary. 

  

This camp is hosted and supervised by the Kalamazoo Valley Chapter of Trout Unlimited. All meals, overnight 

accommodations, and fishing equipment will be provided at the Ralph A. MacMullan Conference Center at Higgins Lake. 

Only 20 Campers will be accommodated. ALL CAMPERS MUST BE 14-16 YEARS OLD ON THE STARTING DATE OF CAMP. 

Campers will:  

                 -  Learn how to identify the bugs important to water quality and trout. 

                 -  Learn what trout need to survive. 

                 -  Be taught fly fishing techniques. 

                  - Fish on the Au Sable River. 

                  - AND MUCH MORE 

 

All of this will be under the guidance of local experts and Trout Unlimited 

volunteers. 

 

To apply for attendance at the Camp the following forms must be filled 

out and sent to one of the 2 Adams Chapter Coordinators listed at the 

bottom of the page, as soon as possible, (Sooner is Better because of high 

demand for this camp), and no later than May  15, 2018:   

 

          -2018 Michigan Youth Trout Camp Camper Application. 

          -A one page essay on “Why I want to Attend Camp”. 

          -A letter of recommendation from a teacher, clergyman, or member of a Conservation group. 
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DO NOT SEND APPLICATION FORMS TO THE KALAMAZOO VALLEY CHAPTER. THE ADAMS CHAPTER COORDINATORS 

WILL INSURE THAT YOUR APPLICATIONS ARE CORRECT. WE WILL THEN FORWARD TO THE KALAMAZOO CHAPTER 

The following forms must be completed and sent to one of the 2 Adams Chapter Coordinators by May 15, 2018: 

- Parent/ Guardian Consent 

- Primary Physician/Medication Contact 

- Health History 

- Insurance and Immunization 

- Authorization for Treatment 

- A copy of both sides of Health Insurance Card 

- Likeness Release  

- Technology Agreement  

 

Follow this Link to all Forms 

AGAIN SEND FORMS TO THE ADAMS CHAPTER COORDINATORS 

More detailed information about the Youth Trout Camp can be found on-line at www.kvctu.org  

Adams Chapter Coordinators: 

John A. Wyrwas                                            Kate Bailey 

jwyrwas63@gmail.com                                 knaomibailey@yahoo.com  

1140 E. River Road                                        777 E. River Road 

Traverse City MI 49696                                 Traverse City MI 49696 

 
 

 THE ADAMS CHAPTER CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
 

• May 23    Membership Meeting on the new section of Boardman River. We'll be meeting at the 

                   parking area off Cass Road just west of Keystone on the river's east bank. 

• Jun  02     Adams Fly Festival in Kingsley 

• Jun  27     Annual Membership Meeting on the River at Bob Hoxie’s House 

• Aug 22     Annual Outdoor Membership Meeting and Ranch Rudolf 

• Sep 14     WaWaSum Outing 

• Sep 26     Board of Directors Meeting 

• Oct 24     Board of Directors Meeting 

• Dec         Annual Meeting and Christmas Party (Date to be decided) 

 

Please consult our website for more information on dates, times, destinations, and last minute changes 
 

 


