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Presidents Report 
By Michael Sipkoski, President ACTU 

   
   The Michigan DNR is 

considering the 

Boardman, Maple, 

upper Jordan, and the 

upper Manistee rivers, 

among others, for 

Grayling 

reintroduction. Greg 

Miller and I were at a recent event with DNR 

leaders, donors, and others leading on the 

project.  The event also focused on the 

development of an independent organization 

that can raise funds for this and similar 

projects.  Trout Unlimited (national) 

contributed $25,000 towards the cost of UV 

light system for decontamination at the 

facility that will handle grayling eggs.  These 

are good developments.  

 

   The next issue of Michigan Trout will 

include an article from the Chapter on the 

Boardman River dam removal project.  Steve 

Largent and Nate Winkler helped with its 

editing and fine tuning.  Down the road, it 

would be cool to have a good article on how 

the River’s restoration unfolds at the former 

dam sites — the next long term project.  I 

gave a presentation on the dam removal 

project and passage at a Kalamazoo Valley 

Chapter membership meeting a few weeks 

ago; there was good discussion.  

 

Organizations are seeking funds for large 

scale restoration work on the Boardman 

River in the coming years.  Groups are also 

doing work on other rivers and streams in our 

area.  The Village of Honor, the Grand 

Traverse Land Conservancy, and others are 

close to completing the transfer of the  

land acquired along the Platte River.  The 

land should become available for some public 

use next year; the parties will be seeking 

additional funds for infrastructure on the site. 

The Chapter donated funds for this access 

project in 2017.  

  

 Individuals on the Michigan Natural 

Resources Commission are driving an effort 

to increase the number of Upper Peninsula  

Stream miles with the 10 per day brook trout 

limit.  Michigan TU is opposed to this (and 

was opposed to it last year).  Michigan TU 

sent an email update this week.  Please 

review it or go to the Michigan TU website 

for more information.  Individuals can 

comment.  The Michigan TU position paper is 

a fine read. 

 

   Multiple Chapter members helped with a 

two stage project in the Boardman River 

between September and October.  Getting 

gear wet and dirty for a stream and its trout 

is a fine thing. 

 

   The Great Lakes Fisheries Commission is 

continuing planning and development steps 

for FishPass.  Unofficially, the Commission is 

still planning on beginning construction of the 

new dam late next year.  There was a brief 

report on the Commission’s fish movement 

study at the recent Fresh Water Summit 

showing how the tagged fish are moving in 

and out of the River (or not).  More time and 

data are needed to get to information and 

data that may be useful. 

  

The coming year will present new as well as 

repeat challenges for the Chapter! 
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(Presidents Report Cont.) 

November Fishing Report 

 

It is time for streamers and nymphs if 

you head to a river after trout.  The 

weather and water have been colder 

than last year; those that have been 

on the upper Manistee have made 

good reports.   

Trout are spawning so try to stay 

clear of those actively making redds 

and then stay clear of the redds 

themselves.  Pressure from wading 

boots and our shuffling along on the 

gravel bottom does bad things. 

Remember to attach some blaze 

orange to your upper body if you are in the river after deer season opens.   

Steelhead should begin running soon on those rivers and streams open to the Lake.  Some 

came in during the latter part of the really large salmon run.  Some salmon are still 

working their way upstream but that is winding down.   

Cold winter days are coming.  Check out the fly tying classes and related events in local 

shops.  It is a good time to learn some new tricks or otherwise have some company while 

tying.  New gear will be coming into shops over the winter for 2019.  

   Santa arrives in Traverse City on November 17th.  Ladies night follows on December 6th 

and men’s on December 13th. 

 

2019 Calendar 

The 2019 Chapter calendar will be evolving over the next few months and the website will 

be updated as details come together. The Board recently decided to open board meetings 

to members and will develop guidelines. The days, times, and locations of 2019 meetings 

still need to be settled.   

 

Michigan Youth Trout Camp 

The dates for the 2019 camp 

are June  23rd to the 27th.  The 

Kalamazoo Valley Chapter is 

capping the camp at 20 kids; 

first come first serve. The new 

2019 applications will be 

posted on the website by the 

end of this year.  Paul Meyer is 

the co-chair. 
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Banquet Announcement  

by Chad Brown 

Save the Date!  Save the Date for The Adams Chapter Coldwater 

Celebration to be held Friday, April 5th 2019 at The Hagerty 

Center on beautiful Grand Traverse Bay in Traverse City, 

MI.  Auctioneer, Marty Wegner, will once again lead the charge 

in our effort to raise funds for the continued protection and 

preservation of the region's cold water resources.  Put it on your 

calendar and stay tuned for updates on the event and details on 

how to get your tickets.  Seating is once again limited to 200 

people and we completely sold out the previous event! 

Boardman River Dam Removal Project Update 
by Nate Winkler 

Not a tremendous amount of activity has occurred at the Boardman Dam site over the course of the summer and early 

fall as most work was completed in 2017. With the exception of a few slopes which require a bit of grading, seeding, and 

planting, the project is fairly well complete. Work that did occur this summer and fall included the installation of a 

number of log jams in the new stretch above the former dam to provide both bank protection and overhead fish cover.  

Additionally, upstream of the former Boardman Pond, two steep and excessively eroded bluffs have recently been 

stabilized at the toe with stone and the bluff faces have been terraced, mulched and seeded.  

At the Sabin Dam project site, work centers on lowering the impoundment the final 4-5’ of water that remains in the 

former impoundment as well as building the section of channel which will occupy the former location of the power 

house.  Once the final drawdown has been achieved, the river will be shunted west away from the spillway and into the 

new channel.  As for the other project components, approximately 75% of all floodplain and channel excavation is 

complete with work to come including final grading and installation of log jams. The contractor expects work to wrap up 

this year in mid-December. 

In parallel, the FishPass team is 

continuing to develop a final design for 

the reconfiguration of Union Street Dam 

which at this time is scheduled for 

completion in 2025. Work that is being 

performed tangentially to the design is 

the monitoring of tagged fish that were 

captured below Union Street Dam earlier 

this summer during fish shocking 

surveys. Great Lakes Fishery Commission personnel continue to monitor the 

movements of the tagged fish between the mouth of the river and the dam. The species tagged include common carp, 

brown and rainbow trout, smallmouth bass, and rock bass. 

If you have any project related questions, feel free to contact CRA biologist Nate Winkler at 231.620.4026 or 

nate@rivercare.org. 
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Boardman River Work Bee 
by Steve Largent 

THANK YOU!  to Bob Hoxie, John Wyrwas, 

Brian Lirones, Paul Ton, Todd Gignilliat, and 

David McGreaham for coming out to the work 

bee Saturday, Oct. 26th.  Jan Michael-Stump 

from the Record Eagle also came along.  As you 

recall we installed coir logs at this site last 

year.  The high-water we’ve experienced since 

caused those to slump so we had to install a 2nd 

ft/row.   We followed this up with some live-staking and shrub bareroot plantings the end of October.  Also a big thank 

you to John and Brian for grilling…it was a perfect ending to a great morning.   

 

Adams Chapter Annual Meeting Dec. 5, 2018 

The Adams Chapter Annual Meeting, Elections, and Christmas 

Party will be held on Wednesday, December 5 at 6:00 PM at the 

Grand Traverse Conservation District, 1450 Cass Road, Traverse 

City, MI. 

There will be a pot luck dinner so bring a dish to pass. The 

chapter will be providing Pizza and some soft drinks and coffee. 

Bring your significant other for a night to celebrate another good 

year for the Adams Chapter TU. 

At this meeting the Adams Chapter will be electing officers and 

directors (board members) that will direct the chapter over the 

next few years. If you are interested in serving on the board or 

would like to nominate someone else, please send a message to 

the nominations committee at AdamsChaptertu@gmail.com . Nominations will be accepted up until the time of 

election. 

NOTE: You must be a dues paying member in good standing of the Adams Chapter TU to vote or to be elected to the 

Board of Directors. 

 


